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CHJ^PTEfR  I. 

'Hiis  Isliiiid  Ix'lon^c'd  to  tlic  Narragaiisct is,  and  its  Indian 
nannj  was  Afanisscs. 

A  writd'  in  the  Noitli  American  Review  informs  ns  that 
it  was  visited  hy  Varrazano,  in  l.")24,  wlio  tli()n_ilit  it  resem- 
l)led  the  Isle  ol'  Uliodes.  I  fe  called  it  Claudia,  in  honor  of 
the  mother  of  his  patron,  1^'raneis  J,  J^nperor  of  France. 

In  152(>  (vomez  entered  NarraL^ansett  I^ay  and  of  course 
must  have  seen,  if  he  did  not  visit,  this  Island. 

Adrian  Block,  in  1014,  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson, 
built  the  lirst  decked  vessel  liuilt  in  the  American  Colonies; 
she  was  called     4die  Yacht. 

I)c  Laet,  in  his  voyages,  says  that  ''Adrian  Block,  a 
Dutch  navigatoi',  sailed  Eastward  through  the  Sound  and 
discovered  several  Islands,  the  last  of  whicli  he  called  after 
his  own  name." 
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Isaac  (le  liasiLT,  avIiu  went  I'loiii  llii'  Dutt'li  settlcimvut  at 
AraiiliaddoL'S,  to  visit  IMyiiioiitli,  in  (.'titcri'd  Narrai^aiisctt 

liay,  wliicli  1..'  calU'd  '^Sloups  l^ay,""  and,  IVoni  sonu'  point 
above  I^'all  River,  end)arke{l  aiid  ciossed  to  Plyniout  li.  lie 
ninst  liave  seen  this  Island,  and  in  liis  re[)oit  lo  his  lionie 
L^ovcM-nnient,  lie  says  that  the  Dnteh  were  already  eari-yin!^' 
on  a  prosperons  trade  \\'ith  the  Indians  on  this  hay,  so  that 
this  Island  \\'as  prohahly  then  well  k'nowii  to  his  eonnt rynien. 
l)e  Kasier  says  that  the  tradiiii;'  w  ith  thcst-  Indians  hy  tlu' 
Dnteh  Avas  a  sonree  of  niieasiiiess  with  the  p(M)])le  oi"  1M_\- 
inontli  at  this  tinu\ 

I'he  iMi^lisli  from  Massachusetts  visite(l  the  Island,  for 
])nr|)oses  of  trade,  as  earh  as  l<')-)<'>:  oth  inontli,  of 
that  N'ear,  one  John  ()ldhani,  who  had  hreii  banished  t'roni 
Ph'niouth,  and  had  taken  up  his  resi(h'iH-e  in  Watertcwn, 
\Nas  killed  ])\  the  Indians  at  the  Island,  upon  his  return, 
aeeonipanied  by  two  l^nL^lish  boys,  iVoni  a  Iradini;'  ex])edition 
to  the  Pe(piot  country. 

Lion  (iardner  says  that  the  Indians  of  the  Island  ti-aded 
w  ith  the  Dutch  the  i^'old  pieces  of  w  Inch  they  lobbi'd  Oldham. 
JohnCJallop  discovered  Oldham's  boat,  on  board  of  which 
AVere  lifteen  ur  sixteen  1  ndians,  eleven  of  ^\'honl  he  IriL^iitened 
so  that  they  jumped  ovei-board  and  were  drow  ned,  one  was 
afterwards  thrown  o\'erb(»ard  after  he  was  bound  for  fear 
that  he  mi!j,'ht  i^'ct  loose  and  dn  some  miscdjief,  and  jyrobably 
the  others  comduded  to  follow  their  com])anions. 

Tlu'  mui-dcr  of  Oldh'am  was  brought  to  the  notice  of 
Canoincus,  w  ho  sent  ianl inomah  w  ith  two  hundred  Indians 
to  take  revenue  on  the  Island  Indians  for  the  otfeu'e. 
Miantinomah  recovered  the  two  iMielish  boys  and  deliv  red 
them  to  Ko^L^er  Williams  w  ho  sent  them  home  to  .Massacdiu- 
setts.    ]\li;tntinomali  also  arrested  two  of  the  Indians  who 
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Were  t'])^ai;e(l  in  tlie  iniu-dev,  one  of  wlioni  died  suddenly 
and  tile  other  was  delivered  to  tlie  a iitlioiities  in  Massaeliii- 
setts  to  he  tani^ht  a  h'sson  in  the  hahits  of  eivili/ed  life, 
wliieli,  if  the  Indian  e\'er  eoniprehenih'd,  lie  soon  h)r^-ot. 

Massachusetts  litte(l  out  an  expedition  of  ninety  men 
nndei-  John  riKh'i'hilh  Natlianiel  Turner  and  ('aj)tain  Jennv- 
son,  oN'ei-  wiioni  was  Jolm  I^ndieott,  and  eoniniissioiied  this 
exjiedition  to  put  to  (h^atli  th<'  Indians  at  the  Jshiiid,  and  to 
hrini;'  a\\ay  the  women  and  ehihh'en.  When  the  ex]»edilion 
arriscd  at  the  hshnuL  tlie  Jn(rians  iiKuh'  some  show  of  resist- 
ance, hut  soon  lh'(|  to  the  wooils,  which  contained  no  i^ood 
tiniher.  The  fai^iisli  couhl  not  lind  the  Imliai'ishiil  t'ound 
two  [)lantations,  tliree  mih-s  asunder,  and  about  sixty  ^\  i^- 
A\ams,  some  ol"  w  liich  wei'c  \'ery  hir^c  and  lair,  and  al)out 
Iavo  liniuh-ed  acres  ot"  Indian  corn,  .some  of  N\]iich  A\as 
ii,"athere(l  and  lai<l  in  lieaps.  The  I'ai^lish  remained  two 
days  at  the  Ishind.  and  hnrned  the  w  iLiwams  and  mats  and 
some  ol  corn,  and  stove  the  canoes  of  tlu'  Indians,  and 

dej)arled. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Niles,  in  his  History  of  tiie  Frcjieh  and 
Indian  Wars,  says  that  Ioul;  before  tlie  iMi^iish  settled  the 
Island,  and  jicrhaps  Ixd'ore  there  was  any  w  hite  set  tlenu'iit 
in  this  land,  as  he  was  told  oy  some  of  the  old  men  anions;' 
the  Indians,  \\'hen  the  MolieL;ans  and  the  >y arra^ansetts  \\  ere 
at  war,  the  Indians  stai'ted  I'rom  the  Island,  one  cleai'  moon- 
light nii^ht,  to  L^o  to  the  ^h)hei;an  eounti'y  to  attack  their 
enemies;  that  they  had  not  i>()ne  far  from  the  ishuid  Avlu'ii 
in  the  *;la(h'  of  the  moon  the  Island  Indians  saw  the  canoes 
of  the  Mohe<^an  Indians  comini;"  in  the  direction  of  the 
Island.  The  Island  Indians  immediately  j)ut  hack  to  fhe 
Island,  and  landed  neai"  a  swam[)  on  the  South-west  part  of 
tlie  Island  jind  diew  their  eanoes  into  the  sw^amp  where  they 
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hid  themselves  and  waited  until  the  ]\Iolle^•an  warriors  Lind- 
ed  and  niarehed  past  into  the  Ishind,  then  the  Ishmd  Indians 
destroyed  the  eanoes  of  their  enemies,  and  followed  the 
Alohegan  warriors,  and  linally  surrounded  them  on  the  top 
of  a  liig-h  Ijluff  on  the  South-east  ])art  of  the  Island,  and  there 
lu'ld  tlu'Ui  until  they  wei'e  exhausted  and  died  of  starvation. 

This  Island  was  elaimed  to  he  a  ])art  of  i\Iassaehusetts,  no 
doid)t  hy  eoiHpiest,  ii])  to  the  ^lantim;'  to  ivhode  Island  ot 
the  ehai'ter  hy  Charles  II,  w  hii-h  w  as  accejitcd  in  1  ()()■). 

()eto])er  ll>th,  lOoS,  tin-  (u'lieral  Court  of  Massachusetts 
o'ranted  this  Island  to  (Joveinor  John  lMidieott,in  consid- 
eration of  his  L^reat  services  to  the  country;  to  Richard 
IJellinghani,  Deputy  (lovernor,  h)r  his  ^dod  services  ;  to  Major 
Gencu-al  Daniel  Deunison,  in  rcsjX'ct  to  his  great  pains  in 
transerihiuL;-  the  laws,  and  to  Major  William  Hawthorne,  in 
regard  to  his  surrendering  seven  liundi'cd  acres  of  land 
granted  him;  to  each  one  (juarter  j)art. 

Vvom  the  narrative  of  the  Commissioners  from  England 
to  New  Ihigland  we  learn  that  John  Alcock,  a  physieian, 
having  bought  liloidv  Ishind  of  some  of  ihiston,  who  took 
upon  them  ])ower  never  granted  them  to  sell  it,  desireth  that 
lu;  nuiy  not  he  dispossessed  of  it.  The  Jvoyal  Commissioners 
lost  Aleock's  ])etition,  hut  I  am  not  aware  that  any  effort 
was  ever  made  to  dispossess  Alcock'  and  his  asso'-iate.^  ot  the 
Island,  if,  indeed,  the  Ishind  was  no(  guaranteed  to  its 
purchasers  l)y  the  charter. 

August  Tth,  l(3l)0,  Simon  Uay,  Thomas  Teiiy,  Thomas 
Faxon,  Hugh  W^illiams,  Samuel  Dealing,  Richard  Ellis,  Peter 
George  and  Philip  Whartoii,  met  at  tln'  house  of  John 
Alcock  in  Uoxbiiry  to  eonfer  about  the  purchase  of  Hh'ck 
Island,  and  they  agreed  with  Alcock  to  purchase  the  Island 
proportionally    They  also  had  a  consultation  about  erecting 
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a  plantation  thereon;  tlie}^  considered  the  remoteness  of  the 
ph\ce,  the  cost  ])y  hind  and  sea,  and  that  it  conhl  not  be  set- 
tled withont  great  charge.  'I'lien  some  began  to  decline, 
bnt  the  remainder  procecdi'd  and  voted  that  all  concerned 
in  the  land  should  Ije  at  equal  charge  in  the  expense  of  the 
settlement. 

John  Alcock,  Thilip  AVharton,  Hugh  AV^illiams,  Thomas 
Terry,  Samuel  Dealing  and  Simon  J{ay  undertook  the 
building  of  a  barcpie  for  the  traiis|)ortation  of  cattle  to  the 
Jsland.  Simon  Kay,  lliomas  Terry  and  Samuel  Dearing 
shouhl  hiiihl  the  hull,  and  John  Ah-ock,  Hugh  Williams  and 
Philij)  Wharton  should  provich'  the  sails  and  rigging.  And 
considering  there  Avas  no  harbor  Simon  Kay  and  Samuel 
Deaihig  built  a  shalloj),  at  tlu'ir  own  ci»st,  for  the  (quicker 
and  better  transportation  oi"  passengers.  W^illiam  Kc^se  was 
luaster  of  the  hari[ue,  and  William  Julwards  and  Samuel 
Staples  undertook  the  sailing  of  the  shallop  around  tlu; 
ca])e. 

In  the  hegiuuiug  of  Aprib  lt)()l,  the  harcpie  saih'd  from 
BraintrcL',  and  the  shallo])  I'eeeived  its  ])assengers  at  Taun- 
ton, 'hhe  |)asseiigers  eiuhraeeil  the  nine  j)ersons  that  met  at 
Dr.  Alcock's. 

The  next  proprietors'  meeting  was  held  the  following 
September,  1st  l\icsday,  at  the  house  of  Khilip  Wharton  in 
BostQii.  They  cliose  iMr.  Noyes  their  surveyor  to  divide 
their  lands,  and  took  into  consideration  the  subject  of  the 
maintenance  of  a  minister,  and  voted  that  a  proportion  of 
their  land  shouhl  be  laid  out  for  that  purpose  and  to  contin- 
ue h)r  that  use  h)rever.  The  narration,  of  Avhich  this  is  tlie 
substance,  extended  in  detail,  remahis  upon  the  records  of 
this  ancient  township  in  the  handwriting  of  Simon  Kay. 
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\\y  ii  dc'inl  iiiiule  by  Thomas  'reriy  to  ci'i'taiu  IniKau 
cliii'fs,  dated  ^larcli  Stii,  !()():),  it  aj)j)C'ars  tliat  Joliu  Alcock, 
PrtiT  'ralliix  Ui,  Saimud  DcariuL;'  and  dliomas  d\'rry  liad 
})iir(diasL'd  the  Jiidiaii  title  to  tlie  eiitiic  Ishmd. 

It  may  wortliy  of  remark  here  that  tlie  name  of  l\os(\ 
tlie  eommander  of  thi'  harcpie,  is  the  only  "name  of  a  llrst 
^settler  w  hieh  is  rej)reseiited  amoiij^  the  })rest'nt  })0|)idation  of 
the  Jshimh  It  is  hiL;ldy  prohalth'  that  .some  of  the  i)iir- 
ehasers  never  removed  tlieir  families  to  the  Island.  In 
James  Sands,  \\'ho  had  loinicrly  i'esi(h'd  in  Poi'tsmonth, 
N\hieh  phiee  he  h-l't  witli  Ann  ilutchinson  lor  whom  he 
att('m[)(cd  to  huihl  a  h(»nse  at  I^ast  ( 'hester  in  New  ^'ork,  hnt 
was  dri\('n  a\\'a\'  h\  the  Indians,  nnitcMl  in  the  setthniient  at 
Idock  Islamk  He  huilt  there  a  stone  house  to  which  the 
inliahilants  were  in  (he  hahit  of  resoilini;-  for  protection  in 
times  of  danger.  Jose])h  Kent  of  Swansey  j<»ined  the  settle- 
ment either  in  oi-  Idd^). 

Idock  Ishmd  w  as  setth'd  h\  Massachusetts  Puritans,  ami 
with  the  exceptiiui  peiliaps  of  James  Sands,  had  hut  lit  lie 
sympatic  with  tlie  peoph-  or  the  institutions  of  Kliode 
Ishmd,  and  upon  the  autliority  ol'  the  i^iandson  of  Mr.  Sands, 
he  did  not  differ  in  relii^ious  heliid"  from  the  ol  her  settlers  on 
the  Island. 

At  the  March  session  of  the  General  Asseml)ly,  1<»(.;.|, 
the  governor  and  dei»uty  i^overnor  were  ch'sired  to  deelai'e 
niito  llieir  friends,  the  inhal)itants  of  lUock  .[shm(k  that  they 
AVere  uiuh-r  the  care  of  the  (ieneral  Assembly,  and  that  they 
adnnt  not  any  other  to  have  rule  over  them,  and  that  James 
Sands,  A\  ho  was  a  freeman  ol'  the  cohuiy,  he  riMpieste  1  to 
come  to  the  novernor  and  dei)Uiy  n'c^vernor  to  take  his 
en<>a"ement  as  constable  and  conservator  t)f  the  peace,  and 
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tliat  tlic  most  al)l("  iiiid  dcscrvino'  uwu  l)c  wanied  into  the 
Jicxt  court,  ill  May,  io  he  infonncd  of  tlicir  pi'i vilcgi'S  and  to 
1)1'  made  iVcc  of  1  he  colonw 

At  llif  Mav  srssi(Mi.  Jauics  Sands  and  -loscph  Kent  peti- 
tioned llic  Asscnd)ly,  in  helialf  of  t  licnisel  xcs  and  their 
associates,  that'tln'  lionselioUh'rs  on  t  lie  Island  he  adnnttetl 
free  of  the  eolonv.  h'o^'ei'  Williams,  Thomas  ( )lne\'  and 
James  Torry  were  aiipoinled  hy  the  Assendil_\  to  draw  up 
their  thoni^hls,  and  e(imnnt  them  to  the  Asse]nl)h'  tor  its 
further  approhat iou  with  r(d'ei-enee  to  the  preserving  liis 
ma  jesty's  peaet'  al  I  ln'  Island. 

At  (he  sauH'  session  of  t he  AssiMuhly,  Sands  and  Kent  and 

Thomas  'I\u'r\'  presented  a  petition  aucilliary  to  the  (uu'  lirst 

presented.     To  these  petitions  the  (Jeneral   Assend)l\'  made 

the  reply  eontaiiu'd  in  the  ('(tloniid   hceords,  \'oh  II, 

etc.     The   Assend)ly  accei)ted  the  list  of  freemen,  comud^- 

sioned  Sands  ami  Terry  to  call  the  inlial)itanl>.  mentioned  in 

the  [x'tition,  t  oLj,ct  In-r.  and  to  read  to  them  the  orders  of  the 

court  I'oi-  t  hei  r  present  regulation,  to  inform  ihem  that,  they 

NN'cre  to  \)v  o\\  ue(l  as  freeiinMi.     That  Al essrs.  Sa nds  a nd  Keid. 

were  to  lake  from  the  iidiahilairls  ;i   A\ritini_;-   under  their 

hands,  that  they  a])|)oi]ited  thetu   (S.aiid  to  rcMpiest  the 

court  to  adndt  them  as  freeuK'n  and  tlint  they  llieii  desired 

tlie  sauK'.    That  the}'   would  hear  due  faith  and  allegiance 

t(j  his  luajcstNy  Charles  II,  ids  heirs  and  successors.  That 

they  would  yi(dd  ohcdieiu'c  to  the  colony,  aiul  a  record  was 

to  he  made  of  the   names  of  the  freemen,  and  t  he  writ  ing 

thus  taken  should   he  siuit  to  the  ^eueral    recor<ler.  Sands 

and  Tci'ry  were  hy  the    Assemhly  a[)pointed  sidi  cl men,  and 

the   freemen  \\'ere  to  r\vv{   a  tliird  selectman.     They  wei'e 

also  to  elect  a  clerlv   aiul  i;onstahle,  and  to  engage  ia  tlio 
'2 
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colony's  name  to  every  officer  elected,  that  tlie  colr)ny  will 
stand  hy  them  in  the  discharge  of  iheir  ])laces  and  offices. 

Judicial  })0^\er  np  to  lorty  shillinijs  Avas  given  to  the 
selectmen,  and  the  Assembly  intimate  t  liat  if  the  peo])le  of 
the  Island  ^\•ill  hear  tlie  charge  tliey  may  send  two  depiitits 
to  ihe  (uiieral  Assend)l}'. 

The  Ivccorder  A\-as  authorized  to  give  the  colony  a  coj)y 
of  the  la\\'s  foi-  a  small  and  ccinal  consideration,  and  tlie 
Assend)]\'  jndg\  d  it  to  l)e  its  dnt}-  to  ^-i5.'nify  his  majesty's 
most  gracious  ph  asnre  voiuli^alVd  in  tluse  words,  viz: 
''That  no  person  \\ilhin  the  said  cohmy  at  any  time  here- 
after sliall  he  in  any  way  molested,  pnnislied,  disquieteil,  or 
caUed  in  <|nestion  for  any  diifei'cnce  of  opinion  in  matters  of 
religion,  that  do  not  aetnally  disturl)  the  ci\il  peace  of  the 
said  eoh)ny.'' 

In  llj(j4,  the  iist  of  iVeemeii  was  James  Sands,  Josepli 
Kent,  'Idjomas  Tci'ry,  ]\'ter  (Jeorge,  Simon  Kay,  A\'illiam 
Harris,  Samuel  Hearing,  John  Kathhone,  John  Davis,  Sam- 
uel Slai)h's.  Hugh  Williams,  Koherl  ( J  ut  tory ,  W  illiam  Tosh, 
'J'ormot  Kose.  William  (Aihoon,  Tristam  Hodge,  John 
(darke  and  William  Ihirker.  Ihigli  Williams  had  made 
some  expri'ssions  ininnt  iil  to  tlie  eolony,  a\  hich  he  \\-as  to 
retraet  hefore  he  eould  act  as  a  freeman. 

From  lo  l(M*i.  \\hi'n  the  tuw  n  was  ineorporated.  the 

eolonists  a}tpearcd  to  he  in  some  nm-ei  lainty  as  to  A\diether 
thev  wi're  rightl'ully  a  i)art  of  ]\Kis>aehusetts  or  of  liln^le 
l.>hind.  'Idiev  pioliahly  dificred  in  o}iinion  as  to  which 
eolo]i\-  the\  would  jir(d"i^r  lo  helojig;  and  during  this  period 
thcii-  government  was  a  pni'e  democracy,  suhject  to  no  law 
su])erior  to  their  own  will.  J  hen  "it  was  ordend,  Hiat 
Joseph  l)illington  plant  and  sufficiently  tend  three  acres  of 
Indian  corn  the  next  year  ensuing,  and  so  yearly  during  his 
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abode  here,  and  if  lie  do  not  he  shall  depart  the  Island."  It 
■  was  also  -^ordered  that  the  town's  hook  sliall  \h-  eonstantly 
kept  in  the  hands  of  the  town  eh-rk,  and  a  town  elerk  t(  he 
chosen  yearly  U)v  that  end  wlio  ean  l)oth  read  and  ^^-rite/' 

A  second  plat  of  tlie  Islaml  w;is  maih'  liy  Janu_'S  Sands, 
Sen.,  Join)  Rathl)one,  Sen.,  and  Joh.n  Williams. 

There  was  evidently  a  party  on  tlie  Island  that  favored 
the  idea  of  their  being  within  the  Khode  island  Coloriy,  and 
Ja.i^ies  Sands  was  thr,-  leader  of  this  ])arty. 

At  the  i\fay  session  of  the  (Jeneral  Assend)]y,  Hifio,  the 
freemen  of  the  Island  elected  Thomas  Terry  and  James 
Sands  to  represent  them  in  the  General  Assembly.  The 
General  Assembly,  after  a  ]n-eamble  and  admonition,  con- 
clnded  to  admit  the  mend)ers. 

At  the  same  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  npon  the 
petition  of  Thomas  Terry,  it  was  ordere(l  that  tlui  governor, 
depnty    governor  and  John  Glarke    take  the  pains 

to  go  to  Block  Island  to  see  and  judge  whether  thei'e  be  a 
possibility  to  makj  a  h.irbor,  etc.,  and  wlial  eunveniency 
there  may  be  to  give  encouragement  for  a  trade  of  lishing. 

In  ]\[ay,  IGTO,  Thomas  Terr}'  and  Hugh  ^Villiams  peti- 
tioned the  General  Assembly,  that  tliey  might  have  the 
countenance  of  tlie  government  in  proceeding  to  make  a 
convenient  harbor  there.  The  General  .Vssend)ly  ordered 
that  Caleb  Carr  and  Joseph  Torry  of  Newport,  be  desired 
and  authorized  to  use  their  endeavors  in  pei'suading  con- 
tributions and  to  keep  an  account,  and  to  see  that  the 
money  be  improved  to  the  matter  intended,  and  not  other- 
wise embezzled,  provided  that  the  harbor  be  free  and 
common  to  all  his  nnijesty's  liege  people,  as  any  other 
harbor  in  tha  colony  is  or  shall  ba,  without  toll  or  impost. 
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The  inlial)iiauts  of  the  Islaml  were  iueorjjorated  iin-ler  a 
chartt'i"  gTantiMl  llu'iii,  as  llu*  town  ot'Ni'W'  ^hureham,  at  the 
Oetober se-siuii  oi"  the  (Jeiii'val  Asseiuhly,  1(J72. 

The  town  was  autliorized  l)y  the  eliarti^r  to  elei't  a  liead- 
warden  and  a  (h'piU y-^^'ar<ll'll.  These  ol'lieei's  wiTc  to  eall 
to\vn-]iu"etinL;'s,  to  he  iiia^ist ra Ics,  and  with  the  other  persons 
eleeted  for  1  ]iat  jjurpose,  \\ert'  to  coustilutc  the  town  eouueil. 
The  wardens  A\'iien  tlu'  exiL^'eney  arose  h>r  a  jiu'v  trial,  IkuI 
the  power  to  proenix;  a  jury,  to  assist  llieni  in  the  adniinistra- 
tu)n  of  justiee. 

The  to\\n  at  the  re(iiiest  :in(l  foi'  tlie  I'casons  assigned 
by  the  inliahitants,  and  as  a  sii^ii  of  unity  and  liken<'ss  to 
many  ])arts  of  our  Jiative  country,  a\  as  ealle(l  New  Sh(jre- 
liain,  probably  tVom  Shorehani  in  the  eouirty  of  Sussex  in 
En-land. 

In  IbTS,  the  new  eoniers  were  added  to  the  list  of 
freemen;  and  the  entire  list  was  recorded  and  I'mbvaced  the 
following-  names,  viz:  e)ames  Sands,  Simon  Kay,  Peter 
Geor^v,  John  AVillianrs,  Robert  (iult(U'y,  John  Sands,  John 
Rathbone,  Sen.,  Nathaniel  Niles,  James  Sands,  Jr.,  Thomas 
Mitehell,  John  Rathbone,  Jr.,  Jdiomas  !vathl)one,  Tristam 
Dod>4e,  Jr..  Samuel  (leorge,  William  I)od-e,  John  Dodi^e, 
John  Grinnai,  Natlianiel  Bri;_;L;-s.  Daniel  Tosh.  'l\-rmot  J{ose, 
[ille.L;-ible],  I'ristam  Dodge,  Sen.,  Edward  liall.  John  Ackers, 
William  Frode,  Renjamin  Xiles,  and  William  Rathbone; 
20th  Anj^-ust,  lt)82,  Nathaniel  Winslow,  Natlianiel  .Mott  and 
John  Molt  were  added  to  the  list  ;  Natlunnel  Goddin^ton 
was  added  in  llJS:];  Josiah  llollin-j.  J"^hua  BilliuM-to]!, 
William  Carder  and  "William  Hancock  m  I  ;  James 
Danielson  was  there  in  l()85;  ])i.  Jo'in  R(»dman  and  Job 
Carr,  both  Quakers,  were  admitted,  April  7th,  1G90,  and 
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Josluui  Uaynioiul,  N^ovombcr  ITtli,  of  tlie  snnie  year.  Many 
of  tlu'se  persons  w  vvc  not  admitted  iVce  of  tlie  colonv^  until 
loni;-  after  tliey  were  IVih;  of  tlie  t()\vn.  Richard  C'ozzens, 
tliongli  not  a  freeman,  was  at  tlie  Island  in  1G8':),  and  Roger 
Kenyon  also  went  there  soon  after. 


Tlie  licv.  SaivniL'l  Nilcs  j-clates  tlie  following,  viz :  1 
*nu't  with  ("a])(ai]i  JaiiK^s  l^abcock,  late  of  ^\'estol•lv,  in 
Rhode  Island  govci'iinient,  not  man)'  miles  distant  from 
Ninicraft's  fort,  a-  gentleman  of  knowii  fidelity  and  of 
nnconiiuon  generosity  ;  iind  living  near  those  Indians,  Avas 
well  a('()n;iiided  with  them  and  their  manners.  As  we  were 
together  viewing  the  remains  of  Ninieraft's  fort,  he  told  me 
that  in  the  time  of  IMiilip's  war,  as  it  ^^  as  ealled  in  Plymouth 
and  Massaclinsetts,  Ninieraft  was  informed  that  three  of  his 
men  \\'ere  ])ri\  ately  withdrawn,  and  had  joined  in  the  war 
against  tlie  h^nglish.  Upon  theii'  retnrn,  Ninieraft  ent  off 
the  feet  of  these  men  at  their  aneles,  and  then  hid  them  run 
away  to  the  A\'ar  if  they  could.  In  that  condition  they 
crawled  about  until  tlicy  died."'  This  Balx'ock  said  the 
Indians  told  him.  "At  Block  Island,  Avhere  I  was  born, 
some  time  alter  the  Island  began  to  be  settled  by  the  Kng- 
lish,  there  tlien  being  but  sixteen  Englishmen  and  a  boy, 
and  about  three  hundred  Indians,  the  Indians  were  wont, 
some  of  them,  to  treat  the  Englisli  in  a  surly,  lordly  manner, 
which  moved  the  English  to  suspect  tliey  had  some  evil 
designs  in  hand;  and  it  being  in  the  time  of  Philip's  war, 
there  was  a  large  stone  house  garrisoned,  ere»'ted  by  Ja  nes 
Sands,  Esq.,  one  of  the  first  sett^.ers.  To  this  garriso  )  the 
women  and  children  were  gathered.  But  this  was  not 
esteemed  a  sufficient  defence  against  such  a  great  number  of 
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Indians  as  were  then  on  tlie  Island.  Tliey  therefore  kept  a 
very  Avateliful  eye  on  them,  cspeeially  ^vhen  they  had  i^ot  a 
consiiU-rahle  qnantity  of  rum  anioii^-  them  and  they  gut 
drunk,  as  is  common  Avitli  lliem,  and  then  tliey  Avere  ready 
for  misehief.  Oneo,  A\hen  lliey  liad  a  hu'ge  keg  of  rum,  and 
it  was  feared  l»y  the  Ihiglish  what  might  he  the  eonsiMjurnee, 
Mr.  Thomas  lYu'ry,  thi'U  an  inhahitant  thcnc,  the  lather  of 
the  })resent  Coh)nel  l\aay,  Esq.,  oi'  Frn  town,  ^\  ho  liad 
g'ainod  the  Fndian  tongue,  went  to  tn-at  \\  ith  ihem  as  they 
A\'ere  gathered  together  on  a  hill  that  had  a  long  (h'scint  to 
the  Ijottom;  wdiere  lu-  foinid  their  keg  or  cask  of  rum,  with 
the  l)uug  out,  and  hi'gan  to  iuijuii'L'  wlio  had  su})plicd  them 
witli  it.  'hhe\-  tohl  liim  i\Ir.  Ai'uohh  who  A\as  a  tradt-r  on 
Khode  Ishmd.  I'pou  whicdi  he  eiidcaNOred  to  unih'i\alue 
liim  and  ])reiudiee  their  nunds  against  him;  and  in  their  eups 
they  soon  protondod  that  they  eared  as  litth'  lor  3»Ir.  Arnold 
as  he  did.  JJe  told  them,  that  ii"  thoy  s])aki-  the  truth,  they 
should  pro\e  it,  w  hich  is  eustomary  among  them,  aud  the 
proof  he  directed  was,  lo  kick  their  keg  oJ'  rum,  and  say, 
'TiickUha  Ml-.  Arnold;"  the  Ihiglisli  is,  '1  (hm't  care  hir 
Mr.  Aiiiold;'  wliich  one  of  them  ])resentl\  did,  and  with  his 
kick  rolled  it  down  tlie  hill,  the  hung  being  open,  as  was 
said;  and  ])y  the  time  it  canu'  to  the  liottom.  the  rum  had  all 
run  out.  By  this  srategem,  the  English  weie  made  easy 
for  this  time. 

'Jdie  Indians  still  insulting-  and  threatening  the  Ihiglish 
peoi)le,  they  hecanu'  more  cautions  and  ^\■atchful  over  them. 
About  this  tinu',  or  perhaps  not  long  ad'ler,  Ninicraft  himsell 
came  over  to  visit  this  })art  of  his  dominions,  as  tlu'se 
islanders  were  his  snhjects,  hut  his  o^^  n  scat  w.i^onthe 
mainland  over  against  them.  And  the-e  came  w  ilh  him  a 
nundjer  of  his  chief  men,  with  nniny  others,  which  gave  the 
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Eiii^lish  new  grounds  of  suspicion,  fcariug'  what  nii^lit  l)e 
their  (l('si_L;ii.  as  thi'V  were  d ri n k i hl;",  (hnicin*j,'  and  rcvclliui;' 
alti-r  their  usual  eustonis  at   sucli  times.     Wdiereupon  the 
J'hi^lish  went   to  parley   \\ith  tlieiii.and  to  l^now  what  tlieir 
intentions  were.     Tlie  hei'ore  mentioned  James  Sands,  who 
w  as  the   h'adin^'  man  aniouL;'  them,  entered  into  a  w  ii^w  am, 
w  here  he  saw  a  \  er\'  line  l)rass  -un  standinjj,',  and  an  Indian 
t"elh)W  lying'  on  a  heneh  in  the    w  igw:am,  ])ro])Lddy  to  guard 
and   ki'e])   it.     Mr.   Sands"s  eurio>ity  h'(l  him  to  take  and 
■^■ie^\'  it,  as   it    iiuuh'  a  eurioiis  and   inieomnion  appearance, 
npon   whicli  tlie  Indian  I'dlow  rises  u])  hastily  and  snatclu^s 
the  gun  out  ol"  his   hand,  and    withal   gave   such   a  violent 
thrust   A\ith  the  hull  end  of  it  as  occasionefl  him  to  stagger 
hackwai'd.     I>ut  feeling  something  under  his  h'ct,  1k:  espied 
it   to  he  a   hot',  \\  hich  he  took  U[)  and  )ni])i()\  ed,  and  \\  itli  it 
I'ell  uipon  the  Indian.     Tpon  ^^  hich  a  inighl\-  scuflle  ensue<l, 
tlu'    iMiglish    and    Indians   on    the   ontside  of   the  wigwam 
closing   in   (»iie    with    a  not  her ;  w  liich   prohahly  would  have 
issued  in  the  destruction  ol'  the  whole  kjiglish  pai1y,  as  they 
wvvv   hnt  a  liandfnl  in  comparison  ^\•ilh  the  gi-eat  nund)er  ol 
Indians,  into  w  hose  hands  they  seemed  then  to  have  fallen, 
had  nol  (iod,  hy  a  remarkahle   instance  of  his  |)ower,  pre- 
vented   it.     l-'or,  in   the  time  of  this  tumult  and  impending 
tragedv,  Ninicraft,  ^^ho  was  at  thai  time  on  the  Island,  was 
retirt'd    into   a   hotdiouse :  there   ran   a  messenger  from  the 
company  and  acipiainted  him  with  the  affair.     Cpon  which 
he   came  ^^  ilh  all  haste,  and  running  into  the  wigwam,  took 
a  scarlet  colored  coal,  and  hrought   it  out,  swinging  it  i-ound 
among  the  [)eople  as  they  were  scnllling,  and  cries,  '  King 
Charles:    King  ( 'harles intimating  tlu-rehy  that  as  Ihey 
all  were   King  Charles's  suhjects  they  ought  noL  to  contend; 
whicli  hroke  up  the  fray,  and  they  became  peaceable  and 
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frit'iidly  togL'tliiT  f(jr  tliat  tiiiiu.  This  coat  and  were 
likely  sciit  by  Iviii^'  Charles  to  iS'iiiiei-aft,  to  enoa^i^e  his  lidel- 
ity  and  IViendr  !ii|)  more  stron^Iy  to  the  Eni;lish. 

''As  I  have  mentioned  the  hot-honse  into  whieh  Ninieraft 
was  at  this  time  rt'tii'ed,  it  may  not  he  amiss  to  aecpiaint  my 
reader  with  the  make,  use,  an<l  (h-sii;!!  of  the  hotdiouses 
anion^'  the  ahorij^inal  natives  in  this  ecnmtry,  and  perha[)s 
In  others  also. 

'•They  were  made  as  a  vault,  ])art ly  un(h'r  'ground,  and  in 
the  iorm  of  a  lar^c  ovi'U,  where  t:\()  or  thi'ee  jx-rsous  miL^ht 
on  occasion  sit  toi;t't  her,  and  it  was  placed  ne;ir  sonic  dej»lh 
ol'  water;  and  their  method  was  to  heat  some  stones  ver\'  hot 
in  the  lire,  and  ])Ut  them  into  the  hot-h(,>use,  and  \\  lien  tlie 
person  w  as  in.  to  shut  it  close  up,  w  ith  only  so  nnudi  air  as 
was  necessary  for  respirat ion,  or  that  they  w  ithin  mi^lit  freely 
d  ra  w  t  heii' hreat  h.  And  hciui;-  thus  closely  pent  up,  the  heat 
of  the  stones  oci-asioned  them  to  s\\  eat  in  a  ])rodijj,ious  man- 
ner, streamiiiL!;  as  it  were  I'rom  e^'cry  part  of  the  hody;  and 
N\lien  they  had  continiUMl  there  as  Ion:;-  as  they  could  well 
endure  it,  their  metlio(l  was  to  rush  out  and  plun^^c  them- 
S(d\'es  into  the  water.  \\\  this  meaii>  they  prcli'ud  a  ciii'e  of 
all  ])ains  and  lunnhness  in  their  joints,  and  many  other  mala- 
dies. 

"Another  instance  of    the  remarkable   interposition  of 

rrovidence  in  the  preservation  of  these  few  l^^nglish  people 

in  the  midst  of  a  great  C(nnpany  of    Indians;   the  attempt 

was  stran^-e  and  not  easily  to  be  accounted  for,  and  the 

event  was  as  strang'e.    Tlie  Indians  renewing  their  insults, 

with  threatening  speeches,  and  offering  smaller  abuses,  the 

l^higlish,  fearing   the  conseciuences,  resolvtul,  these  sixteei' 

men  and  one  boy,  to  make  a  formal  challenge  to  light  this 

great  company  of  Indians,  near  or  full  out  three  hundred,  in 
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open   pitclu'd  l);iUl(',  and  appniiiU-d  tlic  day  I'tU'  this  ci'lort. 
Accordingly,  when  the  (hiy  came,  the  licl'orc  nicnlioncd  .Mr. 
Tcn-y,  livini;  on  a  iiccdc  of  hind  remote  from  the  other  Imii;- 
lish   iidiahitants,  just  as  he  w  as  c( uni nu'  ont  ol'  his  house  in 
orih'r  to  meet  ihi'in,  saw  thirty  Indians  with  their  L!,niis  n cry 
l)rii;lit,  as  thnn^h  they   \\'ere   hlted   tor  war.     lie  iminireil 
from  w  hence  they  came.    Tliey   re])lie(h  from   Narra^ansett : 
and   that   they   w'efe   Ninicraft's  men.     lleasi<ed  tlieir  hnsi- 
ness.     ddu'\  said,  to  see   their  relations  and   Iriends.  And 
foi-  what    reason   they   hrtnii^ht   llieir  'j.nns?     'I'liey  ]'e|tlie(h 
hecanse  tlie\'  knew  not  \\hat  ^anu'  tliey  ndi^hl  meet   witli  in 
thi'ir  Wdy.     lie  lohl  them   tliat   they  mnst  not  carry  (heir 
j^^nns  an\'  farther,  hnt  (hdiscr  them  to  him;  and  ^\  hen  (liey 
returned,  he  would  didiver  them   ha(d^  to  t  hem  sah'ly.  To 
A\  hi(di  they  const'nled,  and  he  secured  ihem  in  Ins  house,  and 
withal  tohl  them  they  must  stay  there  until  he  had  i^ot  past 
tlui  fort  ;  as  he  was  to  go  by  it  within  gunshot  oxer  a  narrow 
beach  between  two  ponds.    The  Indians  accordingly  all  sat 
down  very  (jtiietly,  but  stayed  not  long  after  him;  h)r  he  had 
no  sooner  passed  ])y  the  fort  but  the   Indians  made  their 
a])pearance  on  a  liili,  in  a  small  neck  of  land  called  by  the 
iMiglish  Imlian-head-neck.     And  the  reason  of  its  being  so 
called  Wiis,  because  when  tlie  ICnglisli  came  there,  they  found 
(wo    Indians'   heads   stucdv    ujum   poles    standing    (heri'. — 
Whether  they  were  (raitors  or  captiNcs,  I  know^  not.  When 
they  a(  the  fort  saw  those  thirty  Indians  that  followed  Mr. 
'i\-rry.  they  made  a  mighty  shout  ;  but  Mr.  l\'rry  had,  as  J 
observed,  but  just  ])assed  by  it. 

llow^ever,  the  English,  as  few^  as  they  were,  resolved  to 
pursue  their  design,  and  aix'ordingiy  man'hed  with  I'leii- 
drum  beating  up  a  ehallenge,  (their  drummer  was  ^Ir.  Keut, 
lifter  of  Swausey  ),  and  advanced  within  gunshot  of  it,  as  far 
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as  the  Avater  would  adiait  them,  as  it  was  on  an  ishiud  in  a 
})ond,  near  to  and  in  jdain  si<4ht  of  llie  })hu'e  of  my  nativity. 
Thillier  tliey  came  with  utmost  resolution  and  warlike  cour- 
age and  nuej,nanimity,  standing'  the  Indians  to  answer  their 
eladlenge.  Their  drumnn'r  being  a  very  aetive  and  sprightly 
nuin,  and  skilful  in  the  business,  that  drum,  under  the  oven- 
ruling  ])ouer  of  Pro\idenee,  was  the  l)est  piece  of  their 
armor.  The  Indians  \\  ere  dispirited  to  that  degn  e  that 
they  made  no  motions  against  them.  The  lOnglish  after 
inquired  of  them  the  reason  of  their  refusing  to  tight 
them,  wheu  the\-  had  so  openh"  and  lu'ar  their  fort  made 
them  siu'Il  a  (dialhuige.  They  declared  that  the  sound  of  the 
druui  terrified  tlieiu  to  that  degree,  that  the}'  wei'e  afraid  to 
eouu'  agaiust  ibciu.  I'^rom  this  tinu'  the  Indiaus  l)ecame 
IVieiidly  to  tlie  hhiglish;  and  ever  after.  In  this  instance 
ahso  (Jod  a[»[»cared  for  the  (hd'ciice  ot  this  small  uuiuber  oi 
Ihiglish  jK'ople  iu  their  beginiuiigs;  for  it  \\'as  not  the  rat- 
thiug,  roaring  sound  of  the  druui,  which  doubtless  they  had 
heard  b(d'ore  this  time,  but  l)i\i]U'  soV(U-eignty  made  this  a 
lueaus  to  intimidate  them,  and  resti'ain  their  cruel  and  bar- 
barous dis[)osit  ions." 
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''Some  tiuK!  in  July,  1(>S*),  tlirt'c  Frciu-h  privati'tT  vessels 
canu*  to  l)l()(,'lv  Islaud;  upon  ^\')li(•h  the  ])L;u})k'  witi'  alaruu'il, 
not  tln'U  laioAviiin'  wlictlicr  tlicy  anttc  Imi^'HsIi  or  l-'reiicli. 
Tlic  vessels  were;  a  larnf  Inircjue,  a  l)arLi,'e,  a  iar^e  sloo[).  and  a 
lesser  one.  'Hiey  had  an  iMii^lislnnan  witli  tlieni.  one  W^il- 
liani  'l^rimniinLj,',  who  was  \\-ont  I reaeherously  to  deeoy  and 
l)etray  those  tliey  met  with  at  sea,  pretendin*^'  tliey  \\'ere 
l^jiU'lislmien,  as  he  had  the  perl'eet  use  of  the  lOno'lisli  toni;aie. 
llini  they  sent  on  shore  \\'\{\\  some  men  in  a  jx-riau^'er, 
whitdi  lav  otl'at  a  small  dislanet';  whilst  he  took'  the  advan- 
tage oi"  ste[>]tinL;'  from  one  roek  to  aiujlher,  and  eame  alone 
to  Ihe  ishniders  who  ^^■ere  stand inii,'  on  tin-  shore  in  arms; 
who  incpiired  of  him  wlio  they  w  ei-e,  and  from  whence  they 
eame,  and  whitlier  they  were  honncL  and  their  cajjtain,  or 
eommodoi'c's  name.  To  w  hicdi  he  answered,  tlieir  commo- 
dore was  Geori;'e  Astin,  (of  vdiom  the}'  had  ofl-n  lu-ai'd  as  a 
noted  ])i'ivateer,  that  had  dojie  great  ex})h)its  against  tlie 
French  and  Spaniards  in  tlie  West  Indies),  and  that  they 
were  Ii^nglislimen, — when  they  \^'ere  {\  mixed  comj^anv, 
im)stly  Fremdi,  with  some  Spaniards  and  Afestizos,  and  their 
('aptain's  name  was  Pehar,  a  Frenchman:  that  tliey  c'me 
from  rhimaiea,  and  were  liound  into  Newport  on  I?hode 
Island,  (wdiich  was  so  far  true,  that  tlieir  desigmvas  to  take 
and  riile  that  tu^vn),  that  they  w^anted  a  pilot  to  conduct 
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them  iutb  the  harbor,  and  tluit  they  wanted  to  be  supplied 
with  auuiv  A\'ood  and  water,  and  Ircsh  provisions  for  their 
money.    Tliis  was  a  phiusil)h'  and  very  ]deusing  aceonnt  to 
tile  inhal)itants,  thouyli  perlidiously  false  in  the  artieles  of 
greatest  iniportanct'.     What  fartlu'r  coniirnu'd  their  credit  in 
the  ease   was,  there  ha})[)ened  to  be  a  stranger  on  the  island 
at  that  time,  and  then  among  the  })e(t])le,  an'Iio  pretended  a 
partieular  ae(] uaintiinee  with  Captain  Astin,  and  also  sent 
his    eomplimeiits    to   him  ;  so  that,   upon    thi'    whole,  the 
islanders  \\'ere   Ncrv    well  satislied,  and  fearless  of  danger. 
Upon  lan'ing  thns  told  his  story,  Tifniming,  doubtless  much 
])leased.  went  oif  to  the  pei'iauger  that  A\aited  for  him.  IJe 
having  made  a  nn)tion  for  a  pilot  to  Ne\\  port,   whii  h  was 
ahont  ten  leagues  distant  from  them,  several   that  had  sailed 
to  and  from  thence,  in  hoi)es  of  some  great  reward,  went  on 
board.     'ldie\'   no   sooner  weie  got  there,  hut  they  were  im- 
mediateh'  elap)»ed   doAvn   under   the  hatc-hes.  and  examined 
on  ihesli-englh  of  ?sewpoit,  and  of  fdoek   Ishind  :  a,nd  fnid- 
ing  this  last  nol  able  l(.  resist  them,   (hey  resolwd  lo  jday 
their   game   in    pbmdering  the  people  ol'  this   island.  Ac- 
cordingly, nn;nning   their   three   periaugers   wilh    about  50 
nn'U  in  eacii  of  llieni,  they  made  to  the  harbor,  having  their 
gnus  all  hing  in  the  bottom   of  their  boats  out    of  sight: 
where  the  i)eo])le  met    them,  and  were   something  amused 
at   their  great  nundxu'.     Ibit    being  well   satis(ie(b   as  they 
thomdit,  tlu're   was  no  monkery  in  the  case,  thereiore  in  a 
very  friendly  manner  diri^cted  them  to  slnin  some  sunken 
roid^s  that  lay  at  the  entrance  into  the  harboi-  :  and  to  re- 
(piite  their  kindness,  as  they  laid  to  the  wharf.  ev(uy  one  of 
them  started  uj)  with  his  gun  ])resented,  and  told  the  ]ieo])h 
if  they  stirred   from   the  ])lace,   or  made  resistance,  they 
were  dead  men.    Thus  tamely  and  unexpeetedly,  to  their 
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great  surprise,  they  were  all  taken  and  made  prisoners  of 
war.  As  for  their  eoiuin^-  in  sueh  gi'eat  nninl)ers,  as  l)efore 
is  noted,  \\\  ieh  at  iirst  gave  tlie  peoph-  some  grounds  of  siis- 
])ieion,  to  this  they  Mere  soon  rceoneiled,  su})])osing  that 
they  were  willing  to  walk  and  divert  tliLMnsulves  on  the  land, 
as  tlu'Y  had  keen  a  long  time  at  sea.  So  that  all  cireiimstan- 
(;es  seemed  to  coneiir,  \)\  the  treaehery  of  this  'i'rimniing,  to 
make  them  an  easy  ])rc'y  to  their  t'nemics. 

'^\s  the\-  N\ ere  thus  keeouie  mastei's  of  the  islamk  they  dis- 
armed the  men,  and  stove  theii-  inius  to  pieces  on  the  roeks, 
and  carried  the  ])eopli'  and  conliued  them  in  the  house  ot 
('a])tain  -lames  Sands,  before  luenl  itnied,  w  liich  \\"as  large  aiul 
;icc-onnno(lahle  lor  t  liei r  ])urpose,  and  not  far  i'rom  theharkor. 
'Idiis  they  made  their  prison,  and  place  (»!"  rendezvous,  and 
soon  set  upon  ])lundering  houses,  and  killing  cattle,  shee[» 
and  hogs,  some  to  t'eeil  on,  others  for  waste  and  spoil,  and  to 
im]»(»verisli  tlie  inhahitants.  One  instance!  among  others, 
was  theii-  shooting  a  lai'gc  cow  that  had  a  very  lull  bag,  and 
the  rather  as  she  had  not  been  miku'd  for  some  t inu",  and 
h)r  no  other  reason,  as  was  said,  tlian  to  cut  off  her  bag  and 
earry  on  board  their  vessid  to  suck  the  milk  out  of  her  teats, 
leaving  her  to  rot  on  the  ground,  as  they  did  numy  other 
ereatui'es. 

ik)Wever,  news  (pn(d;ly  I'eaehed  to  the  main,  that  Rloidv 
Island  was  taken  by  the  krentdi ;  u])on  whiidi  the  country 
was  alarnu'd,  and  bonfii-es  made  from  I'awcatuck  Point, 
whi(di  is  the  utmost  extent  of  Rhode  Island  government 
next  to  (\)nneeticut,  and  from  thence  round  on  JUiode  Island 
to  Seconet  koint,  which  then  was  the  farthest  j.art  of  the 
Massachusetts  governnuud,  kut  is  now  taken  into  the  Gov- 
ernment of  khode  Island,  upon  a  hue  overture  of  that  aifair; 
whether  justly  or  not  it  is  neither  my  province  nor  purpose 
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now  tu  (IctLTiniiH'.  They  t-onliniu'd  ahont  a  WH'ck  on  the 
ishind,  phuKh'rin-'  lionscs,  strippin-'  the  jx-oplc  of  their 
t-lolldn-  -ppin-  up  beds,  throwing'  out  the  teidheis,  and 
cari'vini;'.  aw  ay  tlu'  tiekin^'. 

'•In  this  time  they  offered  L^Teal  altuses  to  Simon  Kav,  Ks(p, 
an  aL;ed  _L;'entleman,  wlio  li\cd  soniewliat  remote  in  tht' 
ishind,  and  liad  not  lemoM'd  his  mi)ney  nor  elioiei'st  part  of 
Ins  L^-oods  out  of  his  house  until  tlie\  saw  a  eom])any  of  tlie 
enemy  at  a  dislaiiee  eomiuL;  t  hit  hei'.  1 1  e  am  1  his  son,  (  who 
^\as  of  the  same  name,  andaftei'  hore  the  like  distin^uishini;- 
chiiraelers  of  lionoi- and  usefulness  that  liis  hit  her  had  done 
l)elore,  wlio  is  now  lately  (le(H'ased  als(»),  as  there  was  no 
nnnister  in  the  place,  were  wont,  in  sueeession,  in  a  truh' 
(diristian,  laiidahle.  manner,  to  ki'ej)  a  nieetini;  in  their  own 
liouse  on  Lord's  da \  s,  to  ])i'iiy,  siiii^'  a  suitaMe  ])ortion  of  the 
I'salms,  and  I'ead  in  m)od  sei'inoii  hooks,  and  as  tlu■^•  found 
occasion,  to  let  droj)  some  words  of  exhortation  in  a  religions 
manner  on  such  as  attemled  I  lieii'  meet  in^-.  Tpon  the  si^ht 
ol  the  French  coming',  the  son  (then  a  youni;'  man)  with  the 
SCI \ants  cai'ried  out  sonn-  clu'sts  and  what  they  ccudd  most 
readily  convey  out  of  the  house,  and  hid  them,  and  them- 
selves also.  When  the  1^'renchmen  came  into  the  house, 
they  found  only  the  old  gentleman  and  his  wife;  all  the  I'ost 
of  the  family  \\\'.\\\  lied.  The  bh-t  iichmen  dejuanded  his 
money..  ]  Fe  told  them  he  had  none  at  his  command.  They 
observing,  by  the  signs  on  the  floor,  tliat  chests  and  other 
things  were  lately  removed,  and  the  money  AA'hich  they  ])rin- 
eipally  aimed  at,  asked  him  where  they  were.  lie  tohl  theiii 
he  did  not  know,  for  his  ]M'()])le  had  carried  them  out,  and  lie 
could  not  tell  where  they  put  them.  Tlu-y  bid  him  call  his 
folks,  that  they  might  bring  them  again;  which  lie  did,  but 
Itad  no  answer,  for  they  were  all  lied  out  of  liearijig.  They 
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Ix'iliL;"  thus  (lisiip})()iiiti'(L  one  of  ihciii  in  a  \  i()K'nt  ra^c,  ,U'()t  a 
pU'cc  c;t'  a  rail,  and  struck  liiiu  on  liis  ln-ail  tlu'rcwilli,  aiul  in 
suc-li  liiry  that  tlii'  IJood  instanll\  i^uslicd  out  and  ran  on  the 
lloor.  Upon  wdiicli  liis  wife  took  t-ouraL;c.  and  sharj)ly  ri-prc- 
licndcd  llicni  for  kiHiiiL;  iicr  liusUand.  which  she  ihcn  sup- 
[)oscd  ihcy  had  di)nc.  I  pon  thisihc\  went  oH',  without  the 
L^anie  thev  (.'XpeclecL  After  the  Ihiw  of  bh)od  was  o\er,  he 
recoM-red  his  health,  and  li\ed  ni.my  vears  in  liis  I'ornu'r  re- 
TiL^ions  us(dulin'>s,  ashefore  is  nott.'d. 

'•Another  man  they  used  harharously,  hy  tricini;'  him  uj) 
and  whip[iin'_;  him  in  an  umuercil'ul  manner,  to  make  Idn^ 
confess  wliere  his  money  was,  .ind  hrin^'  il  to  tlu-ni;  when 
at  the  sanu'  time,  as  he  di'chire(l  to  iheni,  he  had  none  or 
next  to  none,  d'he  case  was  this,  (as  1  understood  it). 
TheV  inijuircMl  of  some  one  or  more  of  llie  j)eoj)le,  Wdio  \\-ere 
the  lilvcliest  anioni;'  tluMU  to  haA'e  money"/  'IMiey  told  them 
of  John  Hathhun.  wlio  was  the  mo^t  likely.  Tins  poor 
man  hearini;-  his  I'atlier's  name,  (they  sup[)osinu,'  him  to  Ix- 
tlie  ]»erson),  sni'fered  this  cruelty  in  the  room  of  his  i'ather, 
who  escape(l  l>^•  that  means  with  liis  nnuiey. 

•'In  the  tinu'  of  these  pri\'ateers'  stay  on  the  Island,  they 
kilh'd  two  ne^uro  men,  one  helon^iuL;'  to  the  ahoNe  mentioned 
Ml'.  Kav,  if  1  nustake  not,  and  the  other  to  Captain  John 
Sands,  who  is  also  mentioned  hehire:  and  two  other  ne;^ro 
fellows  ran  from  their  master,  and  voluntarily  resii^ned  them- 
selves to  the  Freneh,  of  wdiom  there  was  no  ftirtlier  accotitit 
what  Iteeame  of  theni.  They  were  J)r.  John  Kodmairs  ser- 
vants. He  was  a  o-entleman  of  i^ieat  iuL^ennity,  and  of  an 
affahle,  en<;a<>ini;-  behavior,  of  the  ])rofession  of  them  called 
(Quakers.  lie  also  ke])t  a  meetini^'  in  his  house  on  the  Sah- 
Ijaths,  wdtli  exh()rtati(»ns  unto  L^ood  works,  aftei'  the  manner 
of  the  teaehers  in  that  soeiety,  bitt  move  agreealdy  than  J 
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su})p()so  is  coniiiion  willi  tlicin,  whose  meetings  I  had  attend- 
ed often  in  my  yonnger  time.  It  was  said  of  him,  when 
tliese  l^'reiiel.men  eame  to  his  house,  one  of  them  essayed  to 
lead  his  wife  (who  Avas  also  a  \'ery  (h'siiable  gentlewcnum ) 
into  a  private  room,  hut  Mr.  liodman  ste[)pe(l  into  tlie  (h)or- 
wav  and  preNcnted  hiui;  U[)on  w  liich  the  rnlhan  eoeked  his 
j)istol,  threateniug  to  shoot  him.  lie  o|)ened  his  elothes  on 
his  hreast,  ri'p]\lng,  ^'I'hee  maysi  do  it  if  thou  ph'aj^est,  hnt 
tliou  sliall  not  ahuse  my  wife."  W'liih'  they  remained  riding 
in  the  ha\'  the\  took  two  Acssels  hound  U])  the  Sound,  om; 
hulen  with  steel  luost I v,  w  hich  they  sunk;  the  other  Avas 
laden  w  ith  w  in*'  and  spirituoii.^  li(]Uors,  which  they  pnrpcjsed 
to  earr\-  of!'  w  ith  tlienn  hut  they  \\  ere  ])revented,  as  w c  shall 
hud  afterwards. 

*•  The  prisateers  pereeis  ing,  hy  the  houlires  hetore  spoken 
of,  that   the   eouutiy    was   alarmed  and   perhaps,  hy  those 
that  had  gone  on  hoard  them  with  hopes  of  heetjmiug  their 
jtilots,  Ixdore  uieulioiied.  heing  iuforjueil  of  the  strength  and 
nnud)ers  of  ineii  on  Khode  island,  w  I're  diseourage(l  making 
an  attempt  on  Newport;  therefore  deternnned  to  attacd-:  New 
London.     Aeeordingl>  they  sailed  thither,  and  up  into  the 
l,i,,.lH,i-.    The  eountr\  heing  Ixdori'  alarmed,  as  was  said,  and 
having  had  intelligenee  of  tlu-ir  a[)i)roa(di,  the  nu-n  in  the 
l)ordering  towns  eanu-  (h)wn  in  great  nund)ers;  and  the  fort 
wdth  their  great  guns  tiring  on  them,  the>'  hmnd  the  harbor 
too  hot  for  them.     They  therefore  drew^  off,  and  eoneluded 
to  return  to  l)loek  Island,  and  renew  their  spoils  and  plun- 
der there.    Some  of  thc-ir  eompauy  went  on  an  Island  ealled 
Fisher's  Island,  lying  near  New   London,  and  among  others 
this  treaidierous    fellow,   dVimnung.   heh)re   sjioken   of,  nf 
whieh    they   had   some   intelligenee   at   ^^onington.  Lpon 
whieh  IT  men  went  frcmi  thence  over  to  the  island,  wdiich 
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is  not  far  distant  in  tlu'  easternmost  end,  Tliere  was  but 
one  lioiisc  oil  the  island,  thoiiL;li  a[)out  nine  miles  in  leni^tli, 
where  tliis  oarl\  of  b'reiielinieii  wert^  at  that  time.  'I'lie 
hhi_U,li,sh  s^ot  neai'  the  house  hel'ore  tliey  were  dis('(»vered ; 
n])on  Avliieii  'rriminini:,'  eannj  out  to  thenu  iu  a  ])ri'tended 
friendly  JuaiuuT.  dra\\iu;_^'  his  ;j;uu  heliiud  hiiu.  They  de- 
nuinded  ^^■ho  and  irmn  wheiu'e  they  weri'.  He  ri'plied,  they 
w  ere  east-a,\\  a\  luen.  One  of  the  fhii^lishmen  reijlied,  '  If 
}'ou  aie  friends,  la\  do\\  u  M)ur  i;uu,  aud  come  hehind  us." 
Imnu'diatel \'  Mr.  Stepheu  Ki(duii-dson,  as  was  sn})posed 
through  surpi'ise.  shot  him  dead  ou  the  spot,  lor  whi(di  act 
lu'  was  niiu  h  hhuued.  ddius  he  that  (h'li^hted  in  hdsehood 
in  his  V\[\u  died  with  li  lie  iu  his  mouth,  aud  received,  it 
seems,  the  just  reward  of  his  [)ertidious.  villauous  and  multi- 
plied treacheries. 

Wdiilst  these  Krencdi  privateers  were  uiakini;- an  attem))t 
at  New  Loudon,  the  i)eo])le  oi'  Xewjiort  tilled  oul  twovessc-ls 
froui  theuee  w  ith  voluuleei's  to  em;aL^e  iheui,  supposij>L;' they 
were  still  at  Idock  Island.  'I'hese  vesst'ls  w  i-re  sloops,  un" 
der  the  command  of  Captain  and  Couiuiodore  Taine,  who 
had  sonm  vears  l)efore  followed  the  privateerino-  dcsi,i^n,  and 
C'aptaiu  J(jhn  (Jodfrev,  his  second;  aud  iu(iuiriu,i;'  h»r  the 
Freiudi,  they  Avere  told,  that  when  they  left  llie  island  they 
shaped  their  course  westwanl  towaid  New  Loudon;  u])ou 
which  our  Ku-lish  vessels  streehed  oif  to  the  southward, 
au<lso..u  made  a  discovery  of  a  small  lleet  staudiiiK  east- 
ward. Sui)[)osiu-  them  to  he  the  Frencli  the\  wei-e  iu  (piest 
of,  they  tacked  aud  came  in  as  near  shore  as  they  could 
with  safely,  carryin-'  one  anchor  to  war  and  anothei-  to 
seaboard,  to  prevent  the  Fn-uch  hoanliu-  ihcui  ..u  each  side 
at  oiu-e,  aud  to  bring  their  -uns  and  lueu  all  un  one  snle,  the 
better  to  defend  themselves  and  ainioy  the  enemy.  The 
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Freneli  probably  discovt^red  tlieiii  also,  and  made  all  llio  sail 
tlicy  fould,  (.■xpcndiiiL;'  to  make  ])rizes  of  tlu'iu.  Accoi'diii^ly 
they  sent  a  periauLiX-r  ))ei'ore  them,  full  of  men,  A\  ith  design  to 
pour  in  their  small  arms  on  theju,  and  rake  them,  as  their 
manner  was,  suj)p()sin(4  l^hey  ^^'erL■  unarmed  vesscds  and  only 
bound  upon  trade.  ('a})tain  Paine's  L;inim'r  nrL;e<i  to  lire  on 
them.  The  Captain  denied,  alleL^inL;'  it  more  advisable  to  let 
tlie  enemy  eonu'  m-arer  tinder  their  connnand.  lint  the  ;4un- 
ner  still  nrg'in;^'  it,  bein^-  certain  (as  he  said)  he  shonhl  rake 
forc!  and  aft.  thus  with  much  importunity  at  len;_;th  the  ('ap- 
tain  ^'ave  him  kiherty.  lie  lired  on  them  bnt  the  bubet- 
Weld  wide  of  them,  and  1  saw"  it  ski])  on  the  surface  of  the 
water  several  times,  and  tinall}'  lods^i'd  in  a  bank',  as  they 
were  not  verv  lar  (bslant  fr(.)ni  tlie  shore.  This  brouL^ht 
them  to  a  stand,  and  to  row  off  as  fast  as  they  eould  and 
wait  until  their  vessels  eame  tij).  Wdieii  they  eanje,  they 
bore  down  on  tlie  Ivnglish,  and  tliere  ensued  a  very  hot  sea- 
hi^ht  for  several  houi's,  thounh  under  the  hind,  the  great 
bar([ue  foi-emost,  pourini;'  in  a  broadside  with  small  arms. 
Ours  bravel)'  answered  them  in  the  same  manner,  ^^ith  their 
huzzas  and  shoiitinii-.  Then  followed  the  larger  sloop,  the 
captain  whereof  was  a  very  violent,  resolute  fellow.  He 
took  a  Li'lass  of  wint'  to  drink,  and  wished  it  might  be  his 
damnation  if  he  did  not  board  them  immediatidy.  But  as 
he  was  (Irinking,  a  bullet  struck  him  in  his  neck,  with  Avhicn 
lie  instantly  fell  down  dead,  as  the  prisoners  (before  spoken 
of)  iiftei-ward  reported.  However,  tlie  large  sloop  proceed- 
ed, as  the  forcMiiost  vessel  had  done,  and  the  lesser  sloop 
likeAvise.  Thus  they  passed  by  in  course,  and  then  tacked 
and  ])rought  their  other  broadside  to  l)ear.  In  this  manmvr 
they  continued  the  light  until  the  night  came  on  and  pre- 
vented their  farther  conflict.    Our  men  as  valiantly  paid 
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tlieiii  l)a(/k  ill  i\w\v  own  coin,  and  l>iavi'ly  ix'])uLsed  tlum, 
and  kilU'd  scvtTal  of  them.  Tlu'  ('a])tain.  lu'foiv  si)ok('n  of, 
witli  one  or  more  wl'I'c  atU'i-  dri\ en  on  1  lie  slioix'.  In  this 
action  tlic  continncd  lin-  was  so  sharp  and  \ioh'nt.  that  the 
t'clio  in  the  wo((ds  made  a  noise  as  ihou^h  (he  linihs  of  the 
trees  ^vere  rent  and  tore  ol'l'  from  iheir  bodies  (as  1  liave 
observed)  ;  yet  tliey  killed  hut  one  man.  an  Indiaii  l'e]lo\\'  ol' 
the  Ivnu'lish  ])ai-ly,  and  wounded  six  men.  ^\1lo  al'lri'  rt'eo\- 
ered.  They  o\-ersliot  oni'  men.  so  lhat  man\  of  their  bullets, 
])oth  L^i'eat  and  small.  \\('re  ])i(dve(l  u|>  on  the  adjacent  shore. 

Our  men  e\])ec{ed  a  second  encounter  in  the  morniuL!,', 
and  tlieir  ammunition  bcinL;'  tuuch  s])cnt,  sent  in  the  ni^hl 
for  the  island's  stocd;,  as  the  kremdi  la\-  off  at  an(dioi-  but  a 
small  distance  from  them  all  tUL^ht.  lint  ha\  inn'  found  the 
cnL;'a!4enH'nt  too  hot  for  them,  they  hoisted  llicir  sails  and 
stood  (jlf  t(^  Sea ;  and  oiu'  reason  mii^lit  be  this  (as  A\as 
reported)  that  their  ('omniodori'  undei-stood  l)y  some  nu'ans 
that  it  was  C'aj)lain  Paine  he  had  enconntered,  said,  'fie 
^^■(nlld  as  soon  choose  to  lit^lit  ^  ith  the  de\  il  as  w  ilh  him." 
Sucli  was  their  dialect.  Now  (his  (  'a])tain  Paine,  and  J'eckar 
the  I^riuicli  C-omniodore,  had  sailed  tOL^ether  a  [)rivateerin^', 
Paine  ca])tain,  and  Peckar  his  lietitenant,  in  some  former 
Avars.  The  FriUich  standing;'  off  to  sea,  ('a])tain  l^dtie  and 
daptain  (Jodfrey,  and  their  sohliers,  with  the  ^•alor  and 
spirit  of  true  fhiL^lishnien,  purstied  them,  but  the  privateers 
beiiii^'  ehoiee  sailors,  were  too  lii^ht  of  foot  for  them.  'Jdie 
French,  iindini;'  that  they  hauled  on  tlic  vessel  before  spoken 
of,  loaded  with  wiiies  and  brandy,  which  was  net  so  l;()(x1  a 
sailor  as  the  otliers,  and  fearing'  the  f^n^lish  woidd  make  ;) 
prey  of  her,  hred  a  ^'reat  shot  throngh  her  bottom,  so  that 
when  our  men  eanie  to  her  she  w^as  sunk  under  water  in  her 
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fore  pai't,  tilt'  stern  aloiu'  huoyctl  up  l)y  a  l()iii4-l)()at  fastt'iii'd 
to  it :  au(i  as  slic  Mas  slaiidiiiLi,'  ri^lit  up  and  dow  n  in  tin* 
waU'T.  llicv  i-nuld  uot  net  anylhinn'  out  of  \\vv.  Tla-y  no 
sooiK-r  cut  till'  painliT,  but  she  iiislantly  sunk  to  the  liottoiii. 
Tlu'V  l)i'uu^iit  tlic  hoat  with  tliciu  in  llicir  icturn.  wliicli  was 
(lie  (»nl\'  ])ir/('  and  trophy  ol"  their  xictoiy:  onl\  as  the  vwv- 
n]\  wcvii  vaiHi ulslie(L  and  that  tlicy  had  s(»  coin a^cously 
cliascd  tlu'iii  of!"  the  New  l'hiL;iand  coast.  When  Peckar 
heard  tliat  'rrinnninL;'  was  kilh-d,  lie  greatly  hiniente(l,  and 
sai(L  he  had  rather  li;ive  h)st  thirlx'  of  his  men. 

Hcdore  the  \'ear  was  expire(h  some  of  tlie  s.ime  company, 
w'itli  othci'S,  hiiKh'd  in  the  ni^ht.  and  surprised  the  peoph'  in 
their  beds,  and  procee(h'd  in  like  maiinor  as  helore,  plnnder- 
iuL;-  houses,  stripping'  the  ])eople  ol'  their  (dothini;-,  killing 
ej'eatures  and  makini;'  L;reat   waste  and  spoil  :  hut  killed  no 
])erson.     I  suppose  i    w  as  the  greatest  suricrei  of  any  under 
their  hands  at    this  time:  for  l)eh)re   I   liad  dressed  myself, 
one  of  their  company  rushed  into  the  chamher  w  here  1  lodg- 
ed.    Aftei-  some   free  and   sei-miii^ly    familiar  (iiiestionshe 
asked  me,  which  1  ausv.eied  Avilh  like  freedom:  hul  l)i-in-' 
alone,  without  any  ot  his  comi.any,  not  know  in-'  w  hat  dan- 
uer  mi-ht  hehill  him  (as  1  after  apiuvhended  )— on  a  sudden 
and  with   a  different  air.  he  says  to  me,    '(io  down,  you 
dou-;    1\)  whi(di  1  replied,  'Presently:  as  soon  as  I  have 
put  on  my  stoekin-'s  and  shoes.'    At  which  with  the  muz- 
zle of  his  oun  he  -ave  such  a  violent  thrust  at  the  pit  of  my 
^stoma(•h,  that   it  threw  me  backwards  on  the  Led,  as  1  was 
sitting  on  the  bed  side,  so  that   it  was  some  time  before  1 
could  recover  my  breath.    As  soon  as  I  could,  I  gathered 
them  up.    He  drew  his  cutlass  and  beat  me,  smiting  with  all 
his  power,  to  the  head  of  the  stairs,  and  it  was  a  very  large 
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chaiiil)(.'r.  He  lollcnvcd  nu-  doAvn  tlu*  staiis,  and  then  ])(,)iind 
niy  hands  beliinii  nu-  with  a  shai[)  small  line,  which  suon 
niaih'  niy  hando  swell  and  beeonie  ijainl'iil.  liow  J  managed 
at'UT  with  my  stoekinj^s  and  sIkx^s,  I  ha ve  now  forgot.  How- 
ever, after  this  1  met  with  no  alnise  from  them  the  whole 
time  oi'  their  stay  on  the  island. 

'Pile  lirst  time  the  island  was  taken,  of  which  1  have 
given  a  narrative  l)eh)re,  I  took  the  tirsl  opportuidt y  to  make 
my  ('scaj)(\  and  some  othei's  did  the  like:  and  though  we 
camped  in  a  small  [)iece  of  upland  in  a  great  s\\  am}),  yet 
ever\-  leal  that  stirred  with  the  wind,  made  nu-  with  surprise 
eoiudnde  the  Fri-ncdi  were  come  upon  us.  'J'his  made  nu' 
(hdermine  with  mysell',  that  if  e\cr  it  wei'i'  my  lot  in  provi- 
dence to  l»e  taken  hy  them  again.  I  would  continue  in  and 
see  the  worst  of  my  bondage,  until  it  pleased  (-lod  to  send 
nu'  (h  livcrance.  This  resolution  1  held,  though  J  had  a  hiir 
O])portunity  to  make  an  escape,  and  notwithstanding  tlie  ill 
treatment  1  met  with  at  lirst.  as  before  related. 

-The  Fwurh  canu>  a  third  time  while  I  was  on  the 
island,  and  came  to  anchor  in  the  bay  on  Saturday,  sonu^ 
time  beh.ie  night  ;  and  accpiainted  iis  who  tliey  were  and 
what  they  intended,  by  hoisting  up  their  white  colors.  .None 
of  the  ])eo])le  appearing  to  oppose  them,  and  having,  at  this 
time,  my  aged  grand-parents,  .Air.  James  Sands  and  his  wih-, 
before  mcnti.med,  to  take  the  .-are  of,  with  wlumi  1  then 
dw(dt  ;  knowing  also,  that  if  they  landed  they  would  make 
his  house  the  chief  seat  of  their  rendezvous,  as  they  had  done 
twice  before,  and  not  knowing  what  insults  or  outrage  they 
niight  commit  .m  them,  I  advised  to  the  leaving  their  house 
and  betaking  themselves  to  the  woods  for  shelter,  till  th<  v 
might  return  under  prospects  of  safety,  Athieh  they  con- 
sented to.    Accordingly  we  took  our  llight  into  the  woods, 
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whicli  Avere  at  a  considerable  distance,  where  we  encamped 
tliat  ni^iit  as  wi'U  as  tlie  jtlare  and   eireunistances  would 
allow,  with  some  others,  that  tor  the  like  reasons  tell  into 
our  eompaiiy.    The   next  morniui;',  heing   tlu'    Loiuhs  day 
morninn",  1  expn-ssed  my  desire  lo  140  occultly  and  sih*  the 
(.'onduct  ot  the  Krcneh.  and  their  l)l■o(H'edin^•s.     One  of  tlu- 
conipan\'   ottered   to         with   me.     We  NN  cnt  toL;i*t her.  and 
placed  ourselves  on  the  top  ot  a  hilL  where  were  small  hushes 
and  a  lar^i'  swamp  hehind  us,  Imt  in  hiir  si^ht  ot  the  house  I 
went    from,   viz:    uiy   j^randhither's  house.     It    seeuis  the 
French  had  not  landed  nutil   that  morning,  for  we  liad  not 
louL!,-  been  seated  there  before  we  saw  theui  coming'  from  the 
water-side  in  two  liles.  which  uiade  a  loug'  traiu,  with  their 
colors  llyini;',  and,  if  I   nnstake  not,  th.eir  trumpet  s(Uiudin^'. 
( I  did  not  then  think  of  i-onnting  their  number. )     'Thus  they 
canu'  in  trinmi)h,  and  as  absolute  lords  of  the  soil  and  all 
belon^ini;'  thereto, — as  indec-d  they  \\  i-rc  h)r  the  tinu';but 
(heir  reig'n  was  hut  short,  as  the  scipiel  will  i)rove.  (jNly 
c(nn[»anion  in  this  discovery  was  Mr.  Thomas  Mitchell,  who 
then,  and  many  years  after,  was  an   inhabitant   ou  IMock 
Island,  alias  New  Shoreham.)     In  this  manner  they  N.ent  to 
the  house,  and  immediately  set  up  their  standard  on  a  hill 
on  the  back  side  of  it,  and  directly  shot  and  killed  three 
hogs  bitted  with  whey  in  a  sty,  and  then  killed  t!ie  geese,  as 
thtn-ewere  many  there.     Having  had  but  little  sleej.  the 
night  beb»re,  I  proposed  to  Mr.  Alitchell  to  keep  a  good  look- 
oid,  and  watch  their  motnms,  till  I  endeavored  to  sleep  a 
little,  and  thus  to  proceed  interchangeably ;  when  1  made  the 
l.ard  ground  my  lodging  fur  the  time,  which  was  long.  Up- 
on my  awaking,  he  lay  down  ;  and  as  he  lay  a ud  slept,  the 
French  lire.l  manv  ^^nn,  at  the  lavase,  and  J  heard  several 
bullets  whistling  over  )ny  head.    Snspecting  they  had  made 
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some  (liscoYt'vy  of  us,  I  mvakciiiMl  liiiu,  U'lliiiL!,'  liiui  what  I 
IkuI  ()i (Sc'VN'cd;  lliciTfoie  that  it  was  advisalih'  to  sliift  our 
([uartcrs.  .Vccoriliu^ly,  as  we  w  vvv  niox  iiil;'  iVoiii  the  jihu'o, 
We  t'SjUi'd  a  hirj^c  ship  ahoul  a  Iclil^uc  to  K'cward  oi"  the 
to\\nslii[).  riding'  at  ancdior,  (the  InL;  at  sea  had  heeu  very 
thicd;  till  tlu-n).  w  hi(di  liai)[)eued  to  ht-  Captain  Dohhius,  iu 
the  Noiiesueh  iiia ii-ol"-\\ar,  stationed  in  those  seas,  ^\'hi(dl  we 
<il  lirsl  si^lit  snp])osed.  This  ship  appearing;,  put  the  h'l'eiudi- 
nuMi  into  a  ^icat  snrprise.  by  liieir  motion^,  \)\  lunninL;-  up 
to  their  standard  on  the  hill,  then  down  a^ain,  and  otheis 
doinL;'  the  like.  The  nian-ol'-war  still  niakinu'  all  sail  ])ossi- 
ld(\  lluMf  ht'inL^-  hnt  a  small  hrrc/.r  of  w  ind  at  Miulhwcst, 
and  ri^hl  ala-ad.  accordini;  lo  tlu-  sailors"  ])hrase,  ihey  soon 
left  ilu'  hou>f,  and  with  all  speed  and  seeinini;  confusion 
hasttuu'd  lo  I  lu-ir  \  esxd.  I '  pon  I  his.  ^\•e  w  ent  holdly  to  the 
house,  and  found  the  lloor  eoxcred  ^\illl  ^cese,  with  hlood. 
and  feathers:  the  ( j  uarl  ers  of  I  he  hoL;sthey  had  killed  haiiL^- 
iiio-  lip  in  oiH'  iiiid  anothei'  pari  of  the  lauise, — a  nudauidioly 
siLihl  !»>  l»ehold.  Their  manner  of  dressinn'  Iiol^s  after  they 
had  (piai'tered  theiiu  w  as  t  o  si  ii^'e  off  t  he  hair  a  llame  : 

and  tlu  ir  method  to  eonnnand  the  ealtle  was  (as  1  saA\-  when 
tlie\-  took  us  helore)  to  thrust  I  heir  eut  lasses  in  at  their  loins, 
and  on  a  sudden  the  hind  (piarler  would  fall  down,  and  as 
llu'  poorereature  strove  to  i;'o  forward,  the  hlood  would 
spout  luit  of  the  hole,  and  lly  u])  near  or  full  out  a  yard  in 
]ieii;ht.  l)Ul  to  return, — the  Freiiehmeu  hastened  on  hoard, 
as  they  had  taken  many  })risoners  in  their  passage,  and 
amoni;- olliers.  one  Captain  llodney,  w  itli  liis  lady,  a  ,«;entle- 
inan  of  a  line  estate,  eounn^- from  llie  W^'st  Indies,  with  all 
Ids  suhstanee.  to  settle  in  this  country,  ^idiey  rohl.ed  him  of 
all  his  wealth,  iusomueli,  as  iu  tuy  fieariuL;-  his  wife  relat( d, 
that  wdieu  the)-  saw  they  Avere  likely  to  Ia'  takeu,  she  took  a 
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bag  of  money  and  hid  it   in  a  private  place.  However, 
tliey  found  it,    and    tooli  it  fi'oni  lier.     These  prisoners, 
they  nsed  tlie  utmost  dexterity  to  set  on  shore,  and  leave 
heliind  tliem  ;  wliich  tliey  no  sooner  had  done  ljut  they  set 
sail  to  makA',  their  escape,  (lie  Noucsuch  all  this  while  ]>ress- 
ing  hard  to  windward.    Soon  afU  r  these  privateers  took  to 
their  heels,  hoping  to  get  out  of   the  man-of-war's  reach, 
the   h)g  thicken.'d,  and  the  wind  ro-^e  and  blew^  hard  at 
southwest,  so  that  we  (piickly  lost  sight  of  them  both.  The 
French  kept  close  upon  the  wind,  in  hopes  to  weather  a 
])lace   called  Xoman's  i^and,   lying  southward  of  Martha's 
Vineyard;  hut   the  win^l  seanting  on   tluun,  and  blowing 
hard,  tliey  ran  into  a  place  (  if  I  mistake  not)  called  Buz- 
zard's Ihiy,  which  emphatically  proved  so  to  them.  There 
they  were  landdoi;ked,  and  could  not  gi  t  out,  although  the 
French  vessel  was  (piickly  out  of  sight  l)y  reason  of  tlie  thick 
fug  wliich  contimuMl.    Vet  as  if  the  Nonesuch  had  tracked 
them  by  the  ])riiiL  of  their  liccls  in  the  0(U'an,  or  had  followed 
them  in  their  wake,  she  canu',  in  ni)on  them,  Providence  so 
ordcrin-.  and  took  ihcin.     When  they  saw,  to  their  astonish- 
ment, the   man-of-war    so    unexi)i'Ctedly   overtaking  them, 
about  -10  of  their  men  went  on  .shore  and  were  disarmed  and 
seized  by  the  people  that  dwelt  near  the  place,  and  sent  pris- 
oners to   Boston.    The  others  on  board.  Captain  Dobbins 
took  and  made  prisoners  of  war,  and  their  ship  hecai'ne  a  rich 
prize,  which  we  saw  about  three  days  after,  following  him 
into  Newport,  where  slie  was  condemned. 

'^These  French  privateers,  or  some  others,  came  a  fourth 
time,  and  landed  on  Block  Island,  in  the  h)rni.u- war  wifi 
France;  but  the  people  on  the  isla^nl  took  courage,  and  ^ai- 
countered  them  in  an  open  pitclied  battle,  and  drove  them 
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off  from  the  shore,  without  any  liurt  to  tlie  English,  except 
one  man  slightly  wonnde'l  in  his  finger.  They  never  after 
that  tronl)led  tne  })eople  any  more." 

"The  great  spoil  made  on  the  island  by  the  French,  in 
their  repeated  visits,  and  particularly  on  ni}'  fatlier's  interest, 
occasioned  my  staying  from  school  bix  years  (when  I  intend- 
ed only  a  short  visit  to  my  friends.)  In  this  time  I  turned 
my  hand  to  husbandry,  and  sometimes  to  handicraft.  I 
lielped  to  build  a  vessel,  among  other  things,  for  the  West 
India  trade;  and  caulked  one  sid<'  and  the  master-workman 
the  other;  and  she  proved  very  tight,  and  answerable  to  the 
design.  After  the  s])ace  of  six  years  thus  employed,  I  re- 
turned again  to  school,  so  that,  l)y  reason  of  this  delay,  I 
was  near  two-and-twenty  years  old  wlien  I  entered  into  the 
College  at  Cambridge,  the  reverend  Dr.  Increase  Mather 
then  being  President, — and  jNlr.  John  Leverett,  afterward 
President,  and  l\lr.  AVilliam  P)rattle,  after  the  revorend  pas- 
tor of  Ciimbridge  church,  were  the  only  fellows.  The 
kindness  of  these  worthy  gentlemen  1  hope  not  to  forget, 
who,  I  conclude,  favored  me  the  more,  as  I  was  the  first  that 
came  to  college  from  Rhode  Island  government. 

*  *  *  *  * 

"June  1,  170G,  Mr.  Walker,  being  laden  with  provisions 
from  Connecticut,  was  chased  by  a  French  privateer.  To 
shun  being  taken  by  him,  he  ran  ashore  in  his  boat,  and  as 
he  hastened  to  Rhode  Island,  aha-med  the  country  round 
about.  The  people  there  were  so  expeditious,  that  in  a  few 
hours,  (by  beat  of  the  drum)  100  men  well  equipped,  volun- 
taiily  entered  on  hoard  two  sloops,  undi-r  the  command  nf 
Major  Wanton  (after  Governor  there,  and  Captain  Paine, 
the  same  famous  old  warrior  that,  with  Captain  Godfrey  (as 
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before  is  rehited)  put  to  iliglit  the  Fiencli  i\vei  of  privateers 
from  Block  Island.  The  vciy  next  day  they  made  a  prize 
of  her,  whereai  were  87  men  undur  the  command  of  Captain 
Ferrel,  hound  for  Port  Royal,  as  it  was  called  while  in  the 
hands  of  tlie  French,  hut  now  Annapolis." 

At  a  special  session  of  the  (  Jeneral  Assembly  held  Sep- 
tember li)th,  IGOo,  the  Assend)ly  voted  to  pay  the  charges 
of  the  expedition  of  Captain  'Hiomas  Paine,  and  Captain 
Godfjey  against  the  enemy,  to  Block  Island. 

The  eolony  afterwards  sent  soldiers  to  Block  Island,  who 
were  supported  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Island,  and  pai  .  by 
the  colony,  and  the  people  of  tlie  Island  were  much  of  the 
time  obliged  to  keep  watch  and  ward,  as  their  records  abun- 
dantly show  from  UkSD  to  subsetpient  to  1740. 

The  aifair  referred  to  by  Ndes  as  having  taken  place  in 
1706,  is  moi'c  iji  detail  refen-ed  to  by  Weston  Clarke,  Secretaiy 
of  the  colony  in  a  letter  in  i)ehalf  of  the  Governor  and  Council 
of  Rhode  Island,  t(^  the  Board  of  Ti'adc.  This  letter  is  dated 
Se[)tember  14th,  which  isas  follows,  viz:  '-About  t \\'o  months 
since  an  express  being  sent  to  the  (iovernor.  that  a  French 
privateer  had  taken  a  trading  sloop  laden  with  provisions, 
upon  the  coast,  the  evening  before  the  express  came,  the 
Governor  upon  the  receipt  of  the  news  immediately  caused 
proclamation  to  Ijc  made  for  volunteers,  as  is  our  custom  in 
such  cases  to  go  ;igainst  her  majesty's  enemies;  and  in  two 
hours  time  had  two  sloops,  which  he  had  taken  up  for  said  ser- 
vice, fitted  and  manned  with  one  hundred  and  twenty  men, 
who  within  three  hours  after,  upon  the  coast  of  lilock  Islant^ 
made  themselves  masters  of  said  French  [)rivateer,  and  tht) 
prize  she  had  taken,  and  brought  thoux  into  tiiis  port,  (New- 
port./' 
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Ti'.e  General  Assembly  passed  an  aet  in  1708,  in  eonse- 
quenee  of  a  peiitiun  IVoni  11  le  men  of  the  Island  lliiit  lliey 
were  in  great  dangxr  fiom  llie  Frcneli,  t(»  send  lifleen  nun, 
English  and  Indians,  io  he  ke  pt  at  the  Island  as  long,  and  to 
be  abated,  as  the  (ujvernor,  Assistant  and  iMajor  of  the  Island 
shoidd  see  eanse. 

In  the  Spring  of  1740,  ten  men  were  direeted  to  be  im- 
pressed fronr  the  King's  C'onnt}',  and  ten  fiom  the  eoiudy  of 
Providenee,  to  be  sent  to  the  Island  fur  six  raonths  Ibr  its 
defenee  ;  the  men  to  be  Lilleled  among  the  iiiliabitants  ;  the 
six  gnns  at  the  Island  were  to  be  mounted,  and  provision 
was  nuule  for  a  supp'ly  of  ammunition  and  gun  earriages. 


CHA'I'TE'R  IV. 


THE  PALATINE  SHIP. 

TIiu  upper  and  lowci'  Palatinate  were  two  se})arate 
states  of  aiieieiit  ( Jennaiiy.  The  ii]i])er  Palatinate  enihraeed 
what  is  now  kno\\'n  as  P>a\aria,  and  tlie  Icjwer  Pcdatinate  a 
territory  on  holh  shh'S  ol'  the  Rhine,  \\'ithin  whieh  were  tlie 
cities  of  Manidieini  and  HeidK  her^'.  'Idie  area  of  tlie  hitt(?r 
territory  was  about  sixteen  hundi'ed  S(|uare  miles,  and  the 
former  contained  tweidy-seven  hundred  ami  ihirly  s(piare 
ndles.  James  1,  after  his  disastrous  attemj)t  to  succor  the 
unfortunate  pLilatines,  upon  his  death  hed,  in  PrJo,  ex'.ortcd 
(diailcs  I,  tp  hear  a  tender  atfeetioii  for  las  (James)  wiiV,  to 
preserve  a  constancy  in  religion,  to  })r()tect  the  Church  of 
Enj^land,  and  to  extend  his  eare  towards  the  unh;ip[)y  fami- 
lies of  the  Palatines. 

It  was  natural  tluit  Protestant  England  should  be  inter- 
ested in  these  persecuted  Christians. 

While  jMarlborough  was  opeiating  with  the  allied  armies 
in  that  country,  ten  thousand  of  this  distressed  people  hnd 
been  invited  to  England.  JJie}'  were  gra^-iousl}-  reeeived  by 
Queen  Anne.  They  had  been  precctted  in  1708,  hy  a  party 
of  fifty,  who  had  been  commended  to  the  Queen  by  the 
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chaplain  of  Prince  George.  The  (Jueen  had  allowed  them  a 
sliilling  a  day  and  had  charged  herself  with  the  bnrden  of 
their  ti'ansportdlion  to  the  colonies.  T!ie  i^ivoi  they  had 
received,  was  t(dd  of  in  the  letters  written  home  to  their 
impoverislied  conntrymen.  The  Anal)aptists  of  Holland 
aided  the  Palatines  in  emigrating  to  England,  and  to  the 
plantations  in  America. 

Those  who  went  to  England  arrived  in  a  season  of  scar- 
city, and  thougli  great  charities  were  set  on  foot  to  aid  them, 
their  arrival  [)rodaced  mnch  discontent  among  the  English 
poor.  Many  of  tlie  Palatines  were  sent  to  Ireland,  but  most 
of  them  to  Nc>rth  Ameiica. 

At  the  hegiiHiing  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  during 
its  first  quarter,  the  sectiun  of  New  Y(.)rJc  Ironi  Lake  Cham- 
plain  to  r^ake  Ei'ie  extending  soutli  Ijelow  the  Mohawk 
valley,  was  a  wihlerness.  'I'he  Freiu'h  then  hostile  to  the 
English,  pt)ssessed  Canada.  'Hie  inhabitants  of  the  lower 
Palatinate  had  been  tlie  subjects  of  persecuiionby  the  French 
dnring  the  religituis  wars  of  iMU'ope,  for  one  hmidred  years. 
Under  the  patronage  of  the  (Jneen  large  bodies  of  these 
Pahitines  were  sent  to  New  York,  and  were  settled  on  the 
banks  of  the  Hudson  and  in  the  northern  section  of  New 
York,  to  h)rni  a  barrier  between  the  older  po})ulalion  of  that 
country  and  the  French  in  Canaiki  Two  uf  these  bodies  of 
emigrants  came  by  tlie  way  of  b]ngland,  and  the  thii'd  came, 
in  17"J2,  from  Holland.  The  first  two  l)odies  arrived,  one  in 
1708,  and  the  other  in  ITIO.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
trace  the  history  of  these  emigrants  in  building  up  the  great 
States  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  but  tliat  is  aside  from 
our  present  purpose. 

'^The  Palatine,"  ^^The  Phantom  Ship,"  immortaliz^ed  by 
Dana's  Puccaneers,  and  Whittier"s  little  poem,  as  associated 
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Avitli  the  histoiy  of  Block  Islaiul  ajid  its  \'iciiiity,  is  the  sui)- 
ject  we  are  to  consider. 

Tliat  tliere  was  a  ship  fruighied  witlj  Palatine  emigrants 
bound  for  New  Yorlc  or  Pcnnsvlvania,  that  came  to  this 
country  and  with  which  ^^'as  iissocialed  some  i^ri'at  ciime  or 
disaster  which  occun'cd  in  tlic  \  icinity  of  l>lock  Island,  is 
t)'ne  hevoud  (jUcstion,  it  we  are  to  regard  I'sidcnce  to  estab- 
lish any  fact  which  (bd  nol  arise  \\  ilhin  our  own  pi-i'sonal 
cognizance. 

There  are  now^  li\ing  many  ]xu-sons  who  have  seen  and 
conversed  wdth  many  jiersons  who  liad  seen  and  conversed 
with  at  least  two  of  tiir  sui-\  ivoi-s  of  the  emigrants  that 
came  in  this  ship. 

On  the  soulh  si<le  of  lUock  Islaiub  l)ut  a  few  rods  to  the 
west  of  where  the  Ann  Hope,  tin"  India  ship  of  Brown  & 
Ives,  was  wrecked,  and  some  h)rty  or  hl'ty  rods  to  the  east 
of  "The  Blaek  liock  CJnlly"  on  a  lillle  knoll,  is  a  cluster  of 
graves;  up  to  within  a  few  years,  tlu'y  wer(>  distinctly  visi- 
ble, but  the  unreeling  i)low  has  passed  over  them,  and  has 
almost  obliterated  their  existence. 

In  ^^the  Pocock  meadow,'"  a  nnle  fuidher  westward,  and 
in  a  field  lately  owned  by  the  late  Jesse  Lewis,  were  other 
clusters  of  graves,  long  within  my  memory,  if  not  now,  clear- 
ly visible.  These  were  all  known  as  ^dhe  Palatine  graves." 
The  existence  of  these  graves  and  their  designation  will  not 
be  questioned. 

The  traditional  story  is,  that  ^'the  Palatine"— for  want  of 
the  real  name  of  the  ship  1  adoi)t  the  name  by  which  she  has 
been  designated,— sailed  fmm  Holland  about  17:^0.  'Jdiat  she 
was  ladeninl  with  emigrants  and  their  effects.  That  though 
most  of  the  emigrants  Avere  poor,  they  were  not  all  so. 
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That  the  passengers  on  the  voyage  AA'ere  iiearl}^  starved. 
That  the  ship  lingered  about  Rloek  Ishmd  for  a  e(.)nsiderable 
time,  and  after  rnan)^  of  tlie  passengers  had  died,  tlie  sur\'i- 
vors,  with  the  exception  of  a  hidy  of  great  wealtli,  ^^•ho  re- 
fused to  leave  the  ship,  were  landed  on  the  Island.  I'hat  one 
man  from  the  island,  Mark  Dodge,  was  frequently  on  board 
the  ship,  and  was  intimate  with  the  oflieers.  Some  of  the 
passengers  were  taken  into  the  house  of  a  ^Iv  I^ay,  a  de- 
scendant of  Sim(-)n  ]{ay,  and  were  tliere  eared  for.  That  they 
had  been  so  long  dejn-ived  of  food,  and  eat  so  voraeiously  in 
their  then  diseased  condition,  that  tlioy  all  died  but  three 
women.  The  (^fheers  of  tlie  sliip  look'  the  treasure  and 
abandoned  tlu;  shij). 

Two  of  the  survivors  of  this  ship  lived  and  died  on  the 
Islan(h  They  were  respectively  known  as  '-'I'all  Kattern" 
and  '^Short  Kattcrn."'  These  poor  women  were  young,  des- 
titute, and  though  apparently  wcW  breib  at  least  this  was  the 
case  with  Short  Kattern,  they  were  iguoraiitof  the  language 
of  the  people  with  whom  their  lot  was  cast.  Tall  Ivattern 
formed  some  connexion  with  an  African  negro,  who  had  been 
imported  into  the  colony  and  ])urehased  at  the  Island  and 
who  was  called  New  Port,  after  the  town  from  which  he 
came.  They  had  at  least  three  ehildren,  viz:  Hiomas  Port, 
Mary  Port,  and  Kreadle  Port.  Mille  l)abcock,  who  died  at 
the  Newport  Asylum  within  the  last  year,  who  was  said  to  have 
been  in  the  one  hundred  and  second  year  of  fier  age,  was 
the  grand-daughter  of  Thomas  Port,  and  the  great  grand- 
daughter of  Tall  Kattern.  Short  Kattern  was  supported  by 
the  town,  that  is,  she  was  billeted  about  among  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  died  there,  and  is  said  to  have  been  buried  in  tlio 
corner  of  a  private  burying  ground,  lately  belonging  to  the 
late  Josiah  S.  Peckham. 
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I  very  well  remember  Kreadle,  the  daughter  of  Tall  Kat- 
tern ;  she  pi'ohably  died  about  1828  or  20,  aged  about  100 
years.  Thei^  is  a  tradition  that  tliere  was  a  third  survivor 
who  uiarried  in  Washington  eounty  and  left  descendants, 
but  tliis  1  liave  not  liaxl  the  time  to  investigate. 

]\Iark  Dodge  was  insane  tor  years,  l)ut  even  in  his  maniacal 
]'avings  no  one  could  ever  elicit  anything  from  him  about 
what  took  placi^  on  board  iln'  ralaiinc.  The  asking  of  this 
simple  ([uestion  AN'oubl  calm  his  rage  and  induce  his  silence. 
I'he  rest  of  the  story  others  must  trll. 

I'he  appearance  of  W'liit  1  ici's  Poem,  ^'The  I^alatine,"  has 
revived  the  interest  which  foinicrly  existed  in  the  legend 
which  is  its  subject,  and  which  was  the  :^ul)ject  of  the  justly 
celebrated  poem  of  Dana,  called  '•'The  Ihicaneers." 

iMr.  Bull  says  he  obtained  the  traditionary  story  of  the 
ship  from  William  P.  Sands,  an  inhabitant  of  Block  Island, 
and  that  I\Ir.  Sands  ol)taincd  it  from  a  very  reputahle  lady 
who  was  an  aunt  of  his. 

^Ir.  Sands  was  a  Avell  known  citizen  of  the  Island,  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  (Jeneral  Ass(;nd)ly  for  several  years, 
was  a  man  of  intelligencH;  and  of  high  character  for  probity  ; 
he  died  at  an  advanced  age  about  thirty  years  since. 

He  said  that  the  tradition  in  relation  to  the  Pabitine  was, 
^'that  she  was  run  on  shore  on  Block  Island,  about  the  year 
1719  or  1720,  but  a  northeast  gale  and  high  tide  floated  her 
off  after  lying  several  days.  She  was  from  Holland,  ])Ound 
to  Pennsylvania  with  emigrants.  Having  a  long  passage,  and 
being  put  on  short  allowance,  most  of  the  emigrants  died 
from  hardships  and  disease,  arising,  as  they  believed,  princi- 
pally from  the  desire  of  the  captain  to  appropriate  their  ef- 
fects to  his  own  use.  The  surviving  passengers,  IG  or  17  in 
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number,  were  landed,  but  in  so  diseased  a  state  that  three 
only  survived,  who  remained  and  became  inliabitants  of  the 
ishand.  One  hid}^  passenger  [Mary  A^mderline]  who  liad  mueli 
gohl  and  silver  plate  on  1)oartl,  refused  to  quit  the  ship;  she 
remained  on  board  and  must  have  perished,  as  the  sliip  was 
never  afteJ'  heard  of.  ( )ne  year  after  ^^'hieh,  the  Pahii  iiie  light, 
as  it  is  called,  appeared  in  tlie  ohiiig,  and  has  continued  occa- 
sionally to  appear  up  to  tlie  }'earlS')2,  since  which  it  has  not 
been  observed.  Some  of  the  siU  er  cups  which  belonged  to 
the  passengers  are  still  to  be  seen  on  the  Island." 

The  following  account  of  the  Palatine  light  is  taken 
fi'om  a  })ublica(ion  caUcd  tlie  Parllienon.  It  A\'as  ^vritten 
l)y  Dr.  Aaron  (*.  Willey,  a  resith-nt  physician  of  the  island, 
to  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  of  New  York,  : 

]]\A)rK  LsLA>'i),  Dec.  10,  1811. 

Dear  Sir: — In  a  fornuu- let  ler  I  ]^)L-omised  to  give  you  an 
account  of  the  singular  light  Avhich  is  sometinu's  seen  from 
this  place.  I  now  hasten  lo  fuHil  my  engagement.  1  slioidd 
long  since  hav(i  communicatctl  the  fact  to  the  literary  world, 
but  AN'as  unwilling  to  de])end  wholly  u])on  tlie  information  of 
others,  when  by  a  little  delay,  there  was  i)robal»ility  of  my 
receiving  occular  demonstration.  I  have  not,  however,  been 
so  fortunate  in  this  resj^ect  as  T  could  wish,  having  had  only 
two  opportunities  of  viewing  the  phenonu'uon.  ]\Iy  residing 
nearly  six  miles  from  the  shore,  Avhich  lies  next  to  the 
region  of  its  exhibition  and  behind  elevated  ground,  has  pre- 
yented  me  from  seeing  it  so  fnMpiently,  perhaps,  as  I  might 
otherwise  have  done.  The  people  who  have  always  lived 
here  are  so  familiarized  to  the  sight  that  they  never  think  o^^ 
giving  notice  to  those  who  do  not  h;'[)pen  to  be  pit  sent,  El- 
even of  mentioning  it  afterwards,  unless  they  hear  some 
particular  enquiries  are  made. 
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This  curious  imidiation  rises  from  the  ocean  near  the 
northern  part  of  the  ishind.  Its  appearance  is  notliino- dif- 
ferent from  a  blaze  of  fire  ;  whether  it  actually  touches  the 
Avater,  or  merely  hovers  over  it,  is  uncertain,  for  i  am  in- 
formed that  no  })ei'son  has  hiH.'U  near  enough  to  decide 
accurately.  It  beams  with  various  magnitudt'S,  and  appears 
to  bear  no  more  analogy  to  the  iy'nus  fatuus  than  it  does  to 
the  aurora  borealis.  Sometimes  it  is  small,  resendjling  the 
light  tlirough  a  distant  window;  at  olliers  expanding  to  the 
highm-ss  of  a  ship  with  all  licr  canvass  spread.  When  large, 
it  displays  either  a  pyranudical  form,  or  three  constant 
streams.  In  the  latter  case,  the  streams  are  somewhat  blend- 
ed togctlicr  at  the  bottom,  but  separate  and  distinct  at  the 
tup,  while  the  middle  one  rises  rather  Ijigher  than  the  other 
two.  It  may  have  the  same  appearance  when  small,  but 
owing  to  distance  and  surrounding  vapors,  cannot  be  clearly 
perceived.  This  light  often  seems  to  be  in  a  constant  state 
of  mutaiion  ;  decreasing  by  degrees  it  becomes  invisible,  or 
resembles  a  lucid  ])uint  then  shining  anc^\^  sometimes  with  a 
sudden  ilare,  atothci's  by  a  gradual  iucreaseuunit  to  its  former 
size.  Often  the  mutability  regai'ds  the  lustre  only,  becoming 
less  and  less  bright  until  it  disappears  or  nothing  but  a  pale 
outline  can  be  discerned  of  its  full  size,  then  resuming  its 
full  splendor,  in  the  maimer  ])efore  related.  The  duration 
of  its  greatest  and  least  state  of  illumination  is  not  commonly 
more  than  three  minutes;  this  inconstancy,  however,  does 
not  ap].)ear  in  every  instance. 

After  the  radiance  seems  to  be  totally  extinct,  it  does  not 
always  return  in  the  same  place,  but  is  not  unfreijueii tly 
seen  shining  at  some  inconsiderable  distance  from  whi  li  it 
disappeared.  In  this  transfer  of  localit}^  it  seems  to  have  no 
certain  line  of  direction. 
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When  most  expaiuk'd,  this  bhize  is  generally  wavering 
like  tlje  Ihiine  of  a  torch.  At  one  lime  it  appears  stationary, 
at  another  prugressive.  It  is  seen  at  all  seasons  of  the  year, 
and  for  the  most  part  in  the  calm  weather  which  precedes  an 
easterly  or  southerly  storm.  It  has,  however,  been  noticed 
daring  a  severe  northwester]i  gale,  and  Avlien  no  storm  ini- 
nu.'diately  followed.  Its  continuance  is  sometimes  hut  tran- 
sient, at  others  thi'oughout  the  night,  and  it  has  been  known 
to  appear  several  nights  in  succession. 

This  blaze  actually  emits  luminous  rays.  A  gentleman 
whose  house  is  situated  near  the  sea,  iirforms  me  that  he  has 
known  it  to  illuminate  considerably  the  walls  of  his  room 
through  the  windows.  This  happens  oidy  when  the  light  is 
Avithin  half  a  mile  of  the  shore  ;  for  it  is  often  seen  blazing 
at  six  or  seven  mih's  ibstance,  and  strangers  suppuse  it  to  be 
a  vessel  on  lire. 

Having  given  a  c'oncise  but  general  description  of  this 
unusual  radiance,  in  Avhich  1  have  been  aided  Ijy  the  con- 
current testimony  of  di  verse  veritable  characters,  I  will  now 
offer  you  those  observations  afforded  me  by  the  opportuni- 
ties I  have  had  for  visiting  it  myself.  The  first  time  I  be- 
held it  was  at  evening  twilight,  in  Fcbruar}^  1810.  It  was 
large  and  gently  lambent,  very  bright,  l)r(jad  at  the  l)ottom 
and  terminating  acutely  upward.  From  each  side  seemed  to 
issue  rays  of  faint  light,  similar  to  those  perceptible  in  any 
blaze  placed  in  the  open  air  ar  night.  It  continued  about 
fifteen  minutes  from  the  time  I  first  oljserved  it  ;  then  gradu- 
ally became  smaller  until  more  dim,  and  it  was  entirely  ex- 
tinguished. 

I  saw  it  again  on  the  evening  of  December  the  20th.  It 
was  then  small,  and  I  supposed  it  to  be  a  light  on  board  of 
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some  vessel,  but  I  was  suoii  undeceived.  It  moved  idoug, 
ap})arentl  v  parallel  to  tlie  shore,  for  about  two  miles,  in  the 
time  tluit  I  ^wis  ridini^,'  one  at  a-  moderate  pace.  An  asee.it  of 
ground  then  hid  it  for  a  few  minutes  from  my  view.  Pass- 
ing' this  I  observed  it  al)out  half  Ava^Mtaek  to  the  plaee  ^\  lRU'e 
it  had  eommeneed  its  vagraid,  earecr.  1  then  stopped  to  ob- 
serve it  more  attentively.  The  light  then  remained  still  for 
some  time — them  moved  off  (piieldy  h)r  several  rods,  and 
made  a  ludt  ;  tiius  l)eing  in  a  stale  of  altiTiiate  motion  and 
rest.  Its  magnituile  and  lustre  were  subjeet  to  the  same  un- 
steadiness described  above. 

This  lucid  meti'or  lias  long  been  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Palatine  light.  l>y  ilie  ignoiant  and  superstitious,  it  is 
thought  to  be  supernatural.  Its  appellation  originated  from 
that  ot  a  a  ship  called  the  ralatinc,  w  hich  was  designedly 
east  away  at  this  place,  in  the  beginning  of  the  last  century, 
in  ordiu- to  conceal,  as  tradition  ivports.  tlie  inhuman  treat- 
ment and  murder  of  some  of  its  uid'ortunale  passengers. 
From  this  time,  it  is  said,  the  l\datine  light  appeared,  and 
there  are  many  who  hrmly  believe  it  to  he  a  ship  on  tire,  to 
which  their  hmlaslic  and  distcmpei-ed  imaginations  figure 
masts,  ropes  and  llowiiig  sails. 

ddie  cause  of  this  -roving  l)rightness"  is  a  curious  subject 
for  philosophical  investigation.  Some,  pL"rhai)S,  will  suppose 
it  will  depend  upon  a  peculiar  modification  of  eiectricity  ; 
others  upon  the  inflammation  of  plilogogistous  (hydrogenous) 
gas.  liut  there  are,  possibly,  many  other  means,  unknown 
to  us,  by  which  light  may  ])e  devolved  from  those  materials 
with  which  it  is  latently  associated,  by  th(;  power  of  mech"n- 
ieal  affinities. 

I  have  stated  to  you  facts,  but  feel  a  reluctance  to  hazard 
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any  speculation.  These  I  leave  to  you  and  to  other  aeut^ 
researchers  of  created  things.  Your  opinion  I  would  he 
mucli  pleased  with. 

T  remain  yours,  &c., 

AaK(3N  C.  AVlLLliV. 

Hon.  S.  L.  Mitchei.l. 


CHJrpTEGl  V, 


]\Iucli  of  tlic  toAvn  records  from  the  foundation  of  the  colony 
up  to  the  bi'eakiiiL;-  out  of  tlie  revolution  is  taken  up  in  mat- 
ters appertaining-  to  defence,  to  provisions  for  arms  and  amu- 
nilion,  for  watch  and  ward,  for  modes  of  aharm,  and  in  the 
event  of  an  alarm  what  was  to  be  done.  The  mind  Avearies 
witli  these  details  as  it  tries  to  compass  the  history  of  this 
people. 

Other  coh)nists  may  have  heen  su])jccted  to  even  greater 
hardships,  or  may  have  endured  them  more  heroically  than 
these,  l)ut  takiiin'  into  consideration  all  of  the  circumstances 
which  surrounded  them,  the  peoj)le  of  this  island  have  pro- 
duced creditable  results.  The  schoolmaster  has  not  long 
Ijcen  abroad  there. 

During  the  wars  l)etween  France  and  lui^dand,  it  was 
often  found  to  l)e  impractical)le  for  the  colony  to  defend  the 
inhabitants  of  this  island  from  the  marauding  cruisers  of  the 
French;  they  at  these  unguarded  times  pounced  upon  the 
inhabitants  and  committed  such  depredations  upon  their 
property  as  they  chose  with  impunity,  and  n])on  the  breaking 
out  of  the  revolution,  the  colony  could  not  delcnd  the  Island, 
and  it  is  repeatedly  referred  to  in  the  ("olonial  Kecords  as 
being  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy.    The  inhabitants  of 
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the  Island  Avcre  greatly  iiiipoverislu'd  during  this  war;  a  con- 
siderable number  of  the  al)le  hodird  nuMi  left  the  colony  to 
engage  in  the  service  of  tlieir  couutr}',  eithej-  on  hoard  of 
privateers  or  in  the  army,  and  the  renio\  al  hy  the  colony  of  a 
large  nund)er  of  cattle  and  sheep,  and  the  prohibiting  the  in- 
ha])itants  of  the  Island  to  go  to  tlu'  luainland,  or  })eO])le  from 
the  main  land  to  go  to  the  Island  exeept  b}^  the  sjjL-cial  au- 
thority of  tlu-  (Jcneral  .Vssembly,  isolatcil  tliese  people  in  a 
way  that  it  ^vas  impossibh;  f(»r  them  lo  obtain  from  external 
sources  an}'  of  the  cond'orls  (U'  eonveiiienees  of  life.  They 
were  dependent  for  Iheir  (dolliiiig  ii])on  the  wool  (hey  gi'ew 
fnnn  the  few  slice])  that  were  hd't  them,  and  the  llax  they 
I'aised,  liotii  of  wdiitdi  wei'c  maih'  into  chuh  hy  the  women  of 
that  time.  The  enemy  took  from  them  what  they  pleased, 
and  paid  h)r  what  tliey  tool:  act'ording  to  tlieir  pleasure. 
Idle  olliecrs  generally  })ai(l  for  ^\  hat  tlu'y  had,  hut  the  men, 
probably,  did  not.  ^ 

Tlie  stories  of  the  privations  and  suiferings  of  this  people 
during  the  eight  years  of  the  war,  may  have  been  exaggera- 
tions of  buds  as  they  occui  red,  h)r  th(.'  adversities  in  youtli 
appear  to  the  aged  to  have  l)een  greater  than  they  were,  as 
when  we  return  to  the  old  country  homestead  after  a  long 
absence  in  the  city,  we  are  disappoint^nl  at  the  smallness  of 
its  dimensions. 

At  a  town  meeting,  held  :\biich  lM,  1774,  John  Sands, 
Esq.,  was  chosen  moderator. 

They  resolved  that  the  Americans  had  as  good  right  to  be 
free  as  any  pcojde  on  earth  ;  that  the  right  claimed  by  Parlia- 
ment to  bind  the  colonies  in  all  cases  whatever,  is  inconsist- 
ent with  the  nat  ural,  constitutional  md  chartered  rights  and 
privileges  of  this  colony  ;  that  a  tax  levied  on  Americans  for 


BLOCK  ISLAND. 


49 


the  support  of  government,  has  a  tendency  to  render  colo- 
nial assem1)lies  useless,  and  to   introduce  arbitrary  govern- 
ment and  slavery  ;  that  the  taxation  of  a  people  without 
their  consent,  is  destructive  of  freedom;  that  the  attempt  of 
the  I'^ast  India  ('ompany  to  force  their  tea  into  America, 
subject  to  a  duty  liere,  is  a  violenl  attack  upon  the  liberties 
of  the  country,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  every  American  to 
oppose  this  attempt ;  that  every  individual  Avho  countenan- 
ces this  attempt,  or  who  in  any  way  aids  it,  or  pilots  any 
vessel  with  tea  on  l)oard,  is  an  enemy  to  his  country,  and  that 
tlu'y  would  heartily  unite  with  Ihcur  brethrL'n  of  the  colony 
in  supporting  the  inhabitants  of  this  continent  in  all  their  just 
rights  and  ju'ivileges,  and  that  J(jshua  Sands,  Caleb  Littlcheld 
and  John  Sands,  Esquires,  and  Messrs.  Walter  Kathhone  and 
Edward  Sands,  Jr.,  be  a  committee  of  the  town  to  correspond 
with  all  of  the  committees  of  the  towns  of  the  colony,  and  the 
said   committee  is  requested  to  give  the  closest  attention  to 
evei-ything  which  concerns  the  liberties  of  America.    At  this 
time  the  population  of  the  Island  was  oTA,  e)f   whom  51 
were  Indians  and  55  negroes. 

At  the  August  session  of  the  (ieiieral  Assend)ly,  1775, 
it  was  Voted  and  Resolved,  that  all  the  neat  eattle  and  sheep 
on  the  Island,  excepti^ig  a  sufficiency  for  the  inhabitants,  be 
brought  off  as  soon  as  possible,  and  laruled  u^.on  tlie  conti- 
nent; that  ti50  men  be  sent  to  the  Island  to  secure  the  stock 
until  it  could  be  taken  off;  and  that  the  remainder  of  two 
companies  in  the  counties  of  Kings  and  Kent,  which  have 
not  marched  to  join  the  army,  be  employed  in  this  service  ; 
that  James  Rhoades,  Gideon  Hoxie  and  George  Sheffield  be 
empowered,  at  the  expense  of  the  colony,  to  take  the  most 
prudent  and  effectual  measures  for  removing  the  stock  to  the 
continent.  Such  of  the  stock  brought  off  the  Island  as  was 
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fit  for  that  purpose,  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  tiie  army  under 
General  Washington.  1908  shec})  were  taken  from  tlie 
Ishand.  The  sehoon^r  Polly  was  taken  by  the  enemy  wliile 
she  was  em})loyed  in  removing  stock  from  the  Island. 

At  the  January  session  of  the  (ieneral  Asseml)ly,  1776, 
an  account  was  presented  by  William  (ireene  and  others  for 
beef,  liides  and  tallow  derived  from  cattle  taken  off  of  this 
Island. 

While  the  soldiers  were  at  tlie  Island,  tliey  were  billeted 
among  the  inhabitants.    All  intercourse  with  tlie  Ishmd  was 
forbidden.    So  strictly  was  this  eid'orced,  that  when  (Gover- 
nor William  Greene  was  in  oftice  he  had  to  [)rocnre  the  as- 
sent of  the  General  Assenddy  to  send  a  few  luirrels  of  cider 
to  his  brother-indaw,  John  hittlefudd,  who  was  the  father  of 
]\Irs.  General  Greene.     The  records  of  the  town  were  sent  to 
Paul  Niles,  in  Charlestown,  for  safe  keeping,  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war,  and  for  eight  years  after  there  is  no  entry 
extant  to  tell  what  they  did  or  sidfered.    For  eight  years 
they   were   left    to  be  preyed  upon  or  petted   alike  by 
friend  and  foe,  with  no  food  to  eat  but  such  as  they  raised 
upon  the  Island  or  caught  from  the  sea,  with  no  clothes  to 
wear  but  such  as  they  had  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  or 
as  they  could  manufacture  with  theiu  own  hands,  Avithout  a 
physician  to  heal  their  bodies,  or  a  clergyman  to  cure  their 
souls.    The  colony  at  intervals  sent  its  comndttee  to  see  what 
of  fish  or  grain  it  could  contribute  to  supply  the  army,  and 
the  al)sent  landlords  were  permitted  to  return  to  gather  their 
rents,  and  creditors  were  allowed  in  a  few  instances  to  go  to 
look  after  their  debtors. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  several  of  the  inhabi 
itants  left  the  Island.  Kay  Sands  went  to  Tower  Hill.  He 
served  as  an  oflicer  during  the  greater  part  of  the  war.  He 
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was  made  a  caytain  of  the  militia  at  the  Octoher  session  of 
the  Assembly  ill  1 775,  promoted  to  he  major  in  July  177G, 
and  was  made  a  eolonel  in  September,  177G.  Ilis  ap})oiiit- 
ment  to  this  ofhee  gave  offeiiee  to  Col.  Segar,  and  at  the 
next  Mareh  session  it  was  aseertained  that  his  appointment 
had  been  made  by  mistake  ;  in  tlie  meantime  he  had  defended 
the  country  from  an  assault  from  tlie  enemy's  ships.  The 
thanks  of  the  General  Assembly  were  voted  to  liim  for  his 
spirited  and  vigilant  conduct  on  that  occasion,  and  from  his 
known  zeal  for  the  puldic  good,  the  Assembly  hoped  and  ex- 
pected that  he  would  accept  the  ofhce  of  Lieutenant  Colonel, 
which  ofhce  he  accepted. 

Ed^vard  Sands  removed  off  the  Island  and  was  chosen 
surgeon  of  an  artillery  regiment  early  in  1777. 

William  Littlefield,  who  afterwards  settled  in  Newport, 
was  at  the  October  session  of  the  Assembly,  1770,  upon  the 
recommendation  of  (leneral  Washington,  made  a  lirst  lieuten- 
ant in  the  new  establishment  of  the  military  forces.  He  was 
the  brother-in-law  of  General  Nathanael  Greene,  and  served 
afterwards  as  a  captain  in  the  army. 


CHA(PTEfR  VI. 


Early  Settlers.  • 

Jolm  Alcock  was  born  in  England  in  1G27,  gmduated  at 
Harvard  College  in  104(5,  was  one  of  tlie  proprietors  of,  and 
went  to  Block  Island  at  its  settlement,  bnt  died  near  lioston, 
IMarcli  27,  1GG7,  five  years  after  he  went  to  Block  Island. 
His  estate  at  the  Island  n^as  distributed  among  his  children 
in  1G77. 

Simon  Bay  remained  at  the  Island;  his  son  Gideon  was 
taken  by  the  French  and  carried  np  the  sound  to  the  neigh- 
borhood of  New  York,  where  he  remained.  Tlie  descendants 
of  Simon  intermarried  with  the  Greene  family  of  Warwick. 
His  grandson,  Simon,  married  J udith  Greene.  Catharine  Ray 
married  William  Greene,  who  was  afterwards  Governor. 
Some  of  her  letters  to,  and  from  Dr.  Franklin,  have  been  pub- 
lished among  the  works  of  the  latter.  One  of  her  sisters  mar- 
ried Governor  Samuel  Ward,  one  married  a  Hubbard,  of 
Boston,  and  their  niece,  Catharine  Littleheld,  daughter  of 
Jolm  Littlefield,  married  General  Nathanael  Greene. 

Philip  Wharton  had  one  child,  a  daughter.  He  left  Bos- 
ton, and  probably  joined  this  colony  in  consequence  of  a  do- 
mestic difficulty.  He  separated  from  his  family;  beyond 
this  I  have  not  traced  him. 
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Hugh  Williams  was  a  hatter  ;  he  joined  the  Boston  Church 
January  1st,  1642.  He  returned  to  Boston;  his  will  was 
dated  Oct.  21st,  1674.  He  too,  prohabl}-,  liad  some  domestic 
difficulties,  for  he  gave  his  property  to  his  brother  John  and 
his  sister,  I\Irs.  Hale,  and  an  action  was  brought  against  him, 
while  he  was  in  life,  for  the  defamation  of  his  wife. 

Samuel  Hearing,  like  Simon  Ray,  was  of  Braintrce.  He 
married  Mary  Miiy^  Avho  died  in  1657,  when  lie  married  Fran- 
cis Newcomb.  His  son,  Samuel,  returned  to  Massachusetts. 
I  think  that  tlie  fatlicr  remained  at  tlie  Island,  but  the  name 
soon  became  extinct. 

Th(jmas  I'erry  came  from  England  in  168;")  in  the  James. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  purchasers  and  settlers  of  the  Island, 
and  afterward  removed  to  Freetown,  in  iMassachusetts,  where 
his  descendants  yet  survive. 

Thomas  Faxon  was  of  Braintrce.  He  again  returned  to 
Braintrce,  was  there  pressc'd  into  the  service  under  Sir  Wil- 
liaui  Phipsin  the  ex])edition  against  Que])ec. 

Richard  Ellis  was  from  Dedliani.    I  have  no  means  of  \ 
ascertaining  what  became  of  him;  he  had  a  daughter  who 
married  Anu)S  Fisher  of  Dedham,  March  12th,  1680,  but  1 
doubt  if  Ellis  ever  returned  to  Dedham. 

Peter  George  was  of  Braintrce.  He  had  several  children. 
He  did  not  live  long  after  liis  removal  to  the  Island.  Some 
of  his  children  settled,  I  believe,  in  Newport.  Commodore 
Stephen  Decatur  Avas  one  of  his  descendants. 

William  Rose,  captain  of  the  barque,  soon  disappeared 
from  their  records,  but  Thomas  Rose,  otherwise  called  Tornn  -t 
Rose,  who  was  probably  son  of  V.^illiam,  remained  on  (ho 
Island,  and  has  numerous  descendants,  many  of  whom  fol- 
lowed the  calling  of  their  ancestor. 
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Samuel  Staples  was  of  Braintree.  How  long  he  remained 
at  the  Island  I  have  not  ascertained,  but  prol)al)ly  died  there. 

The  mode  of  life  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  Ishmd  is  nar- 
rated by  ]\Irs.  Governor  Greene,  (Catharine  Ray,  Dr.  Frank 
lin's  correspondent,)  in  a  manuscript  yet  extant.  She  de- 
rived her  information  from  an  aged  relative.  She  says  the 
first  settlers  had  one  cow  to  three  families.  They  made  mush 
of  Indian  meal,  which  they  eat  with  a  little  milk  instead  of 
molasses.  They  had  a  fish  called  horse  mackerel.  This  was 
their  daily  fare.  They  eat  their  breakfast,  and  went  some- 
times several  miles  to  their  work  of  clearing,  and  on  their  re- 
turn this  was  their  supper. 

Speaking  of  her  ancestor,  Simon  Ray,  Sr.,  and  of  the  mode 
of  his  torture  by  the  French  to  compel  him  to  disclose  his  hid- 
den silver,  siie  says  that  he  was  put  into  a  cheese  press  and 
squeezed  there;  that  at  another  time  he  \\'as  tied  to  a  tree  and 
whipped.  Airs.  Governor  (Jrei-ne  renu,'nd)L'red  her  grand- 
father who  died  Alarch  17th,  IToV,  aged  101  years,  one  month 
and  one  day. 

Ten  years  before  he  died  he  made  his  will,  distributing 
his  estate  among  his  children,  and  manumitted  Esther,  Sofa 
and  Warwick,  his  slaves. 

Airs.  Greene,  and  the  Rev.  Saniuel  Niles,  each  claims 
their  grandfather  to  have  been  the  most  important  man  in 
the  colony.  If  the  records  of  the  Island  indicate  who  the 
most  important  member  of  that  society  was,  I  should  say,  un- 
hesitatingly, that  it  was  the  ancestor  of  Mrs.  Greene. 

Simon  Ray  was  a  Puritan  ;  he  lived  and  died  in  the  faith 
of  the  Puritans.  He  held  public  we^-ship  for  very  many  yes.rs 
on  Sunday  at  his  own  house.  Mrs.  Greene  says  that  he  had 
committed  the  New  Testament  and  the  Psalms  to  memory, 
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and  when  he  was  old  and  blind,  she  lieard  him  complaining  of 
being  ill,  and  that  he  had  been  able  to  repeat  to  himself  bnt 
fifty  chapters  of  the  Scriptures  that  day. 

He  lies  buried  l)eneath  a  massive  slate  slab  on  a  hill,  from 
which  a  large  })art  of  the  Island  and  the  surrounding  sea  is 
in  open  view.    I'he  stone  contains  this  inscription,  viz: 

I'his  monument  is  erected  to  the  memory  of  Simon  Ivay, 
Escpiire,  one  of  the  original  proprietois  of  this  Island.  He 
was  largely  c(<nceriied  in  settling  the  townshi}),  and  was  one 
of  its  chief  magistrates.  Such  was  his  benev  olence  that  l)e- 
sides  the  care  wliieli  he  took  of  their  interests,  hi'  fre([Uently 
instructed  them  i n  the  more  inijiorlant  eoneerns  ot"  our  Holy 
Iveligion.  He  was  de[)i-ivcd  of  his  eyesight  many  years, 
chcert'ully  sid)mitting  to  the  will  of  (Jod,  his  life  being  in 
this  trying  instance,  and  all  others,  a  lovely  exam})le  of 
Christian  virtue. 

He  died  on  the  17th  of  ^larch,  A.  I).,  IToT,  in  the  lO-2d 
year  of  his  age." 

James  Danielson,  sometime  subsequent  to  1700,  went  to 
what  is  now  Windham  county,  and  setth'd  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  a  village  there  which  })ei'petuates  his  family  name. 

James  Sands  was  bo'ii  at  Ixeading,  in  the  county  of 
Berki;s,  in  iMigland.  lie  ^\■as  (uu-  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Portsmouth,  where  he  was  a  freeman  in  l()5o.  Mr.  Sands 
left  Portsmouth  with  tlu'  eelel)rated  Ann  Hutchinson,  and 
with  another  })ei-son  undertook  the  erection  of  a  dwelling 
house  for  iNlrs.  H  ut(,*hinson,  in  the  wilderness  at  East  Ches- 
ter, near  New  Y\)rk.  While  he  was  prosecuting  this  under- 
taking, he  had  a  singular  experience  wdth  the  Indians,  Avho 
manifested  tlu;  dispositiini  towards  him,  whieh  was  after- 
wards develo})ed  into  hostility  to  any  setth  incnt  of  their 
country  by  the  whites,  and  which  finally  doonuul  Mr<.  Hut'h- 
inson  and  all  of  her  family,  except  a  girl,  a  relative  of  her 
family,  who  was  taken  by  the  Indians,  but  was  afterwards 
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redeemed  and  married  a  Mr.  Cole  of  Kingstown.  Mr.  Sands 
was  driven  uut  of  tlie  Indian  country,  and  rctnrned  to 
Rhode  Island — went  to  'I'annton  for  a  short  time,  and  in 
1GG8,  with  his  wife  Sarah,  became  one  of  the  setth'rs  of 
Block  Island.  I  le  had  live  sons — John,  James,  Sannicl,  1m1- 
ward  and.  Jol),  and  three  danglitcrs.  The  eldest  (jf  these 
I  do  not  know  ;  the  other  two  werr  Sarah  and  Mercy.  John, 
James,  Samuel  and  Jtd)  went  to  Long  Islainl,  and  })i()hahly 
all  settled  there,  at  a  i)lace  called  Cowncck.  J  oh  married 
Sybil  Ka}^  a  daughter  of  Simon  Kay,  and  iMlward  lived  at 
Block  Island,  where  In;  married  Mary  Williams,  daughter  of 
John,  bruar}'  VJth,  168').  I'he  eldest  daughtei'  was 
drowned  in  a  mill-[)ond,  m.'ar  her  father's  liouse. 

Mer('y  Sands,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Air.  Jann^'s  Sands, 
married  Joshua  Uaymond,  of  New  London. 

James  Sands  died  at  Block  Island,  March  l:Uh,  ItJ'.io. 

Sarah  S.mds,  u  idow  ol"  James,  made  her  will  March  'Uli, 
ItjDO,  which  was  proved  July  hth,  170:^.  in  N\hich  "in  obedi- 
ence to  a  promi.;e  I  have  m;ule,  that  no  chihl  born  under  m) 
protection  and  care  shall  be  made  a  slave  of,  and  in  ratilica- 
tion  and  confirmation  of  this,"  she  i)rocceds  to  provide  for  the 
bringing  up  iind  emancipation  of  several  negro  chihlren, 
which  is  the  substance  of  the  will ;  and  this  will,  we  think, 
fairly  entitles  her  to  be  i-anked  among  the  eai  liest  '^d)olition- 
ists." 

Col.  Ray  Sands  and  Captain  Edward  Sands  w(!re  l)oth 
ofTicers  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  as  was  their  kinsman, 
('aptain  William  Littlefield. 

James  Sands  built  a  commftdions  stone  house,  \\hich 
served  the  doid)le  [nH'[)Ose  o^"  .N\elling  house  and  fortress. 
The  exact  locality  of  this  house   i^'  unknown  to  ^!ie  wri- 
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ter.  Says  the  Rev.  Samuel  Niles,  in  his  French  and  Indian 
Wars,  ''it  was  near  a  mill  pond."  It  was  not  far  from  the 
harbor,  for  the  French,  when  they  took  possession  of  the 
Island  in  10^9,  ^'tliey  disarmed  the  men  and  carried  tlie 
people  and  conlined  them  in  the  house  of  Captain  James 
Sands,  which  was  large  and  aeconunodable  for  their  purpose, 
and  not  far  from  the  liarbor." 

Wlien  the  Frcaich  took  the  Lshmd  tlic  third  time.  Sands 
and  liis  famil}-  went  to  the  woods  for  shelter;  their  grandson, 
Samuel  Nilcs,  accompanied  them.  'ldu:'y  encam})ed  in  the 
woods  that  night;  the  next  morning  Niles  and  Tliomas 
MitcliLll  went  together  to  tlie  top  of  a  liill,  where  were  small 
bushes,  and  a  large  swamp  was  behind  them,  but  Ihcy  ^\l•re 
in  fair  sight  of  the  house.  From  this  place  the  Frciicli  weie 
seen  as  they  (;ame  u})  from  the  water  side  in  [wo  liles.  In 
tliis  manner  they  wentto  the  house,  and  set  up  their  standard 
on  a  hill  on  the  back  side  ot  it.  The  French  hred  man}- 
guns  at  the  house,  and  scjnie  ol"  the  balls  whist  led  o^'er  Giles's 
head.  The  landing  at  that  time  was  at  what  is  known  as 
'•the  old  })ier''  now.  'J  he  mill-pond  was  ab(Ae  ^\]lat  is  now 
known  as  ''the  u})pei' dam,"  ^\  here  the  highw  ay  then  crossed 
the  stream.  'Fwo  of  Janu's  Sands's  granddaughters,  sisters, 
married  cousins,  each  Ijcaring  the  name  of  Kathaniel  kittle- 
field.  The  land  to  the  east  of  the  mill-pond  is  known  to 
have  been  "Littlelield  land,"  probably  inhei'ited  from  the 
Sands's.  If  the  house  stood  by  the  tide  of  the  rcnul  on  tJie 
high  land  east  of  the  mill-pond,  and  the  Giles's  was  located 
on  the  hill  north  of  "the  continental  swamp,"  the  landing- 
place  woidd  be  visible  l)etween  tlie  high-lands  once  occi  pied 
by  1)]-.  Willing's  house,  and  the  high-lands  occupied  o\  the 

house  of  the  late  Joshua  Littlefield  ;  so  it  is  highly  probalde 
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that  this  house  was  located  on  what  is  now  known  as  "the 
Caleb  Liltlefu  Id  land." 

Sarah  Sands,  wile  of  James,  was  for  a  long  time  the  doc- 
tress  on  the  Island,  and  was  skilled  in  surj^ery  as  well  as  in 
medicine.    She  survived  her  husband  for  several  years. 

James  Sands,  l)y  his  will,  L;ave  to  his  youngest  son,  Ed- 
ward, his  houu'stead,  viz  :  C'cnv-pasture,  nu-adow,  raui-pas- 
ture,  field-l)efore-tlie-door,  calf-pasture,  great  s\vain[)  and  half 
the  orchard,  as  they  are  now  feneed,  with  the  wall  and  all  of 
the  benefits  to  them  belonuin^'. 

Edward  Sands,  by  his  will,  dated  June  13th,  1708,  gave 
his  estate  to  his  wife  for  lift-,  tlien  to  go  to  his  daughter 
Sarali,  but  if  she  married  Sanuud  Deunison  she  was  disin- 
herited, and  the  estate  was  t(j  go  to  J']d\vard,  son  of  John 
Sands,  in  fee  sim[)le. 

John  Sands  lived  at  Hempstead,  L.  I.,  in  1713.  Samuel 
Sands  had  daughter  Sylul,  who  man  icd  John  liogers  of  New 
London  ;  IMerc}',  who  manicd  Kicliard  Stillwcll  of  New 
York  ;  Sarah,  who  nuirried  Nathan  Sidleck  of  Stamford, 
Conn.,  and  Ann  and  Mary,  who  were  unmarried,  and  a  son 
Samuel;  among  whom,  by  his  will,  he  distributed  a  large 
estate. 

John  Sands  married  Catharine  Gutterage,  June  17th, 
1713.  They  liad  John,  January,  171)8  ;  Robert,  1710  ;  Ed- 
ward, January,  1712. 

Sands's  Point,  on  Long  Island,  derived  its  name  from  the 
Block  Island  Sands's,  who  settled  there,  and  tlie  New  York 
Sands's  l)elong  to  this  family. 

Consider  Tiffany  married  Aljagail  Niles,  May  27th,  IGDG. 
They  had  a  son  born  June  14th,  1701.    Ephraim  Tiffany  and 
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wife,  Bathaid,  had  Samuel  Tiffaii}'.  born  April  71  li,  1707, 
Consider,  born  A})ril  29th,  170:>,  and  another  eliild,  born 
Fel)ruary  7th,  1707. 

Samuel  Arnold  nuirried  Susannah  George,  1700,  and  died 
insane  August  Itth,  1717. 

Caleb  Littlefield  and  ^Yife,  Mrrey,  liadJohn  [.ittlehcld, 
in  1717,  and  John  Littlefield  was  an  aneestor  of  ^Irs.  Gen. 
Nathanacd  (h-i-ene. 

Nathaniel  Xiles,  son  of  Johu  of  I>raintri  c,  married  Sarah, 
daughtrr  of  James  Sands,  l^'cbriiary  l  ltli,  1<>71.  Tliey  had 
Samuel  NiU's,  Abiy  1,  1074  ;  Natliauiil,  ^lareh  "Jl,  1077  ; 
C'atharinc,  March  loth,  1(]S();  Kl)c;nez(n',  January  2"),  lOcSr>, 
and  Savage  says  a  son  lercuniali. 

IJenjamiu  and  Jolin  Nih-s  were;  of  the  list  of  freemen 
in  1078,  and  were  l)rothersof  Nathaniel. 

SaniU(d  Xih-s,  son  of  Nathaniel,  was  the  hi'st  graduated  of 
Harvard  Colh'gc  from  Ivhodc  l>land.  Tlic  elder  Adams 
said  lu3  was  in  tlie  list  of  the  (,'Xeellent  and  wortliy 
men  whom  he  knew  among  the  ministers  of  New  iMigland 
who  were  all  men  of  learning — [)ious,  hund)le,  prudent,  faith- 
ful and  useful  men  in  their  da}',  and  ''that  in  his  youth  he  re- 
vered, and  still  reveres,  this  hoiu^st,  virtuous  and  pious  man." 

Samuel  Niles  was  iirst  settled  in  lO'.lO  at  Block  Island. 
He  preached  in  South  Kingstown  from  1702  to  1710. 
He  was  settled  at  Ik-aintree,  August  2-kl,  1711.  His  first 
wife  was  a  daughter  of  Peter  Thatcher  of  Milton,  whom  lie 
married  in  1710.  His  second  wife  Avas  Ann  Coddiiigton, 
whom  he  married  in  1732.  In  1745  he  published  a  l)i-ief 
and  sorrowful  aceount  of  the  churclies  in  New  iMighiud. 
In  1752  he  pvddished  a  vindication  of  diverse  im[)ortant  doc- 
trines of  Scripture.    In  1757,  ''Scripture  doctrines  of  Oj-ig- 
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iiuil  Sin."  He  also  wrote  a  History  of  the  Indian  and 
Frcneli  wars,  whieli  was  published  in  the  od  series  Mass.  Hist. 
Coll.  Vol.  VI.  His  son  was  the  Hon.  Saniiiel  Niles  of 
Rraintree,  andu  the  l\ev.  Samuel  ^s^h'S,  of  Ahington,  was  his 
grandson.  The  Hon.  Nathaniel  Niles  of  Vermont,  who  is 
said  to  liave  been  born  in  South  Kiui^stown,  in  1741,  was  of 
this  family.  He  was  a  judge,  a  niendx  r  of  (\)n;4'ress,  and  the 
author  of  ''The  Ameriean  Hero,"  a  sa[)pliie  ode,  \\diii*h  was 
set  to  musie,  and  was  the  war  song-  of  the  Revolution. 

The  first  Samuel  Niles  was  hrst  settled  as  minister  at  the 
Island  in  1()'J9,  but  did  not  remain  there  in  that  eapaeity  but 
one  oi-  two  years. 

William  G.  Angell  was  born  in  a  house,  late  the  rc  si- 
denee  of  Josiah  Sheflield,  and  whieh  was  removed  by  him 
several  years  since,  a  short  distanee  to  the  west  of  its  former 
site,  where  it  is  now  the  residenee  of  Mr.  lOdmuiid  li.  reek- 
ham.  Mr.  Ang'ell  re-movetl  to  lUuTuigton,  in  ()tsego  eoinity, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  from  ^^'hieh  plaee  he  was  eleeted 
a  re[)re^entative  in  Congress  in  182."),  and  was  re-eleeted  in 
1829. 

(xi(leon  Olin  resided  in  the  same  house,  whieh  was  after- 
wards occupied  by  William  G.  Angell.  Mr.  Olin  removed 
to  and  became  one  of  the  f(ninders  of  Vermont,  where  he 
was  a  member  of  the  legislature.  Speaker  of  llie  House  of 
Representatives,  a  Judge  of  the  County  Court,  and  from 
which  he  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1808,  and  re-elected  in 
1805. 

Jeremiah  Briggs  and  Nathaniel  Briggs,  long  distinguished 
shipping  merchants,  under  the  firm  of  J.  &  N.  Briggs,  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  were  both  natives  of  Block  Island. 

The  topography  of  this  Island  is  peculiar  ;  it  resembles 
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the  sea  runniiior  hioii  Itefore  a  northeast  <4"ale,  and  su^'irests 
tliat  tlie  Ishiiid  may  have  l)eeii  tlirown  up  in  some  convul- 
sion of  nature,  and  have  takeu  its  form  from  the  waves 
wliieh  it  penetrated.    During  tlie  revolutionary  war  it  was 
stripped  of  its  trees.     Its  soil  is  fcrtih',  and  the  enterprise  of 
its  inhabitants  lias  carried  culture  t o  every  liill-top,  and  there 
is  little  of  its  surface  that  is  left  lo  waste,    dlie  chain  of 
ponds  that  exteud  across  tlie  Island   is  ])ict ures([ue.  But 
the  most  attiactive  })lace  to  me  are  the   liii^h  hiinks  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Island.    Those  rude  .i^ray  elilfs,  which,  since 
their  creation,  or  p()ssii)ly  hiiKn:  tin-  moniiii^-  stars  lirst  sauj^' to- 
t^a-ther  for  joy,  have  {)resented  theii-  hannl  hreasts  iu  battle 
array  to  the  sea  and  storm,  ah\'a\-s  had   a  myst e'rious  att  rae- 
tion  tome.     In  my  youth  no  neii^hborinL;'  dwellinj^^  or  other 
intrusion  came  to  interrupt  the  converse  of  the  surrounding 
sciuies  with  the  sonl  of  the  solitary  visitor.    Tlu're  I  saw  in 
the  swelling  and  recession  of  the  mighty  bosom  of  the  sea, 
the  respii'al ion  of  (lod  iii  naturi'  ;  there  in  the  calm  and  lull 
of  the  elements,  I  heard  ''the  still  small  voice  "  fall  u])on  my 
ears,  wooing  tVom  abo\  e  all  that  A^^as  good  w  ithin  jue,  and  in 
the  tliunder  and  earth([uake  slKU'kof  the  storm,  1  hiive  often 
stood,    almost   ])aralyzed,    nnder    the    si)ell-l)inding  inllu- 
ence  of   the  warning  voice  thus    eoming  from   that  Pow- 
er which  had  aroused  the  wrath  of  the  forces  of  luiture,  and 
was  i)reaking  forth  in  the  war  of  the  elennuits.    There  I 
have  seen  the  strong  ship  which  had  traveised  every  zone, 
crushed  by  the  power  of  the  ocean  wave  as  if  her  sides  were 
but  wisps  of  straw,  and  been  impressed  with  the  utter  pow- 
erlessness  of  man  to  contend  with  him  who  holds  the  sea  in 
the  hollow  of  Mis  hand,  and  with  His  will  directs  the  st  )rm. 
Then  there,  when  the  reason  wearied  in  grappling  with  lliese 
higher  thoughts,  gave  way,  the  mingling  of  memory  and  the 
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musings  of  the  iinaginalion  peopled  tlie  iniud  with  creations 
of  tlie  fuiicy  moulded  in  forms  of  loveliness  and  beauty,  the 
genial  companions  of  an  ardent  and  ho|)cfnl  youth,  look  pus- 
session  of  the  soul,  hut  tlien  departed  i'orevei'  at  the  sum- 
mons to  encounter  the  hard  realities  of  active  life,  and  left 
no  trace  of  their  existence  but  the  rcniemljrance  of  the  en- 
thusiasm they  had  aroused. 

I  liave  gleaned  the  hiets  which  1  liave  hei-e  narrated 
from  the  obscure  records  of  this  ancient  towushi}), 
from  tlie  cidonial  records,  from  Ijcjoks  tliat  are  accessible,  and 
from  those  that  are  almost  inaccessible,  liom  aiu'cstral  grave- 
stones and  private  papers,  from  traditions,  some  of  w  hich  I 
listened  t(^,  and  read  even  before  1  could  compi'eliend  lUeir 
import,  from  a  knowledge  of  every  fudd,  and  an  acciuaiutance 
with  every  famil}^  which  lias  inhabited  this  Inland  for  tin;  last 
iifty  years.  And  I  have  been  stimuhited  io  these  iu\"estiga- 
tions  by  the  fact  that  the  l)lo(;d  of  the  hjunders  of  this  Island 
has  descended  to  my  chihlreii,  and  (hat  I  tiist  saw  the  bght 
on  tlie  territory  consecrated  by  the  pi'ivations  and  toil  of  the 
settlers  of  this  lovely  Island. 


